GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA

No.UPLOK-2/DE/483/2017/ARE-14 Multi Storied Building,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bengaluru-560 001

Date: 31/03/2022
RECOMMENDATION

Sub:- Departmental inquiry against;
Smt. Susheela Hegde, the then Panchayath
Development Officer, Ujire Grama Panchayath,
Belthangadi Taluk, Dakshina Kannada District — Reg.

Ref:- 1) Govt. Order No. m@s/65/mmos/2017, Bengaluru dated
28/2/2017.

2) Nomination order No.UPLOK-2/DE/483/2017,
Bengaluru dated 1/4/2017 of Upalokayukta, State of
Karnataka, Bengaluru

3) Inquiry Report dated 30/03 /2022 of Additional
Registrar of Enquiries-14, Karnataka Lokayukta,
Bengaluru

The Government by its order dated 28/2/2017 initiated the
disciplinary proceedings against Smt. Susheela Hegde, the then
Panchayath Development Officer, Ujire Grama Panchayath,
Belthangadi Taluk, Dakshina Kannada District (hereinafter
referred to as Delinquent Government Official, for short as DGO)

and entrusted the Departmental Inquiry to this Institution.

8 This Institution by Nomination Order No.UPLOK-2/DE/483/
2017, Bengaluru dated 1/4/2017 nominated Additional Registrar
of Enquiries-1, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru, as the Inquiry
Officer to frame charges and to conduct Departmental Inquiry
against DGO for the alleged charge of misconduct, said to have
been committed by her. Subsequently, by Order No.UPLOK-2/
DE/2017 dated 4/7/2017, the Additional Registrar of Enquiries-7,
Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru was re-nominated as inquiry

officer to conduct departmental inquiry against DGO Again by
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No.UPLOK-2/DE/483/2017 /ARE-14

Order No.UPLOK-1&2/ DE/Transfers/2018 dated 6/8/2018, the
Additional Registrar of Enquiries-14, Karnataka Lokayukta,
Bengaluru was re-nominated as inquiry officer to conduct

departmental inquiry against DGO.

S} The charges framed against the DGO Smt. Susheela Hegde,
the then Panchayath Development Officer, Ujire Grama
Panchayath, Belthangadi Taluk, Dakshina Kannada District are to

the effect that;

(i) The DGO has failed to follow the instructions
given by the Zilla Panchayath, Mangalore in
regard to rectifying the irregularities that took

place in Ujire Grama Panchayath;

(ii)  There was no provision for reducing the auction
rate of Grama Panchayath shops. Though the
Members or President of Grama Panchayath
cannot participate in the financial affairs, Sri
Vasanth Pujari, Member of Grama Panchayath
was allotted a shop of the Panchayath on rental

basis.

(iii) The action plan for Survana Grama Yojane was
prepared on 2/9/2012. In regard to Village
Development Plan of Ujire Village, the same was
prepared on 2/1/2012 and the Executive
Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Division
had prepared estimate, for which administrative
approval was granted subject to a condition.
While implementing any civil works, estimate
shall have to be prepared as per the approved

action plan and after getting the administrative
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approval, the same shall have to be
implemented. The said procedure has not been

followed during the year 2013-14.

(iv) As per the quotation, the buckets have been
purchased after obtaining approval from the
Panchayath. Instead of paying Rs.90/- per
bucket, the DGO has purchased the buckets at
Rs.100/- thereby caused loss of Rs.2,000/- top
the Panchayath.

(v) The DGO has not followed the provisions of the
Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement

Act while constructing 20 shops.

4. The Inquiry Officer (Additional Registrar of Enquiries-14) on
proper appreciation of oral and documentary evidence has held
that the Disciplinary Authority has partly proved the above charges
against the DGO Smt. Susheela Hegde, the then Panchayath
Development Officer, Ujire Grama Panchayath, Belthangadi Taluk,
Dakshina Kannada District to the following extent:

(a) there was lapse on the part of DGO in giving a
shop on rent to Sri Vasanth Pujari, a Member of

Grama Panchayath;

(b) the DGO has not placed the proposal for purchase
of buckets for the Grama Panchayath, before their
purchase. Instead the same was placed before the
Panchayath on 18/2/2012, which is after
procurement of buckets and payment for the same

on 3/1/2012.

(c) The DGO had not obtained approval for handing

over the work of construction of some of the shops

Page 3 of 4



No.UPLOK-2/DE/483/2017 /ARE-14

on piece work basis from the Superintending

Engineer of Panchayath Raj Engineering Circle.

S. On re-consideration of inquiry report and taking note of the
totality of the circumstances of the case, I do not find any reason
to interfere with the findings recorded by the Inquiry Officer. It is
hereby recommended to the Government to accept the report of

Inquiry Officer.

6. As per First Oral Statement submitted by DGO, she has

retired from service on 31 /5/2015,

1= Having Regard to the nature of charge proved against DGO
Smt. Susheela Hegde, the then Panchayath Development Officer,
Ujire Grama Panchayath, Belthangadi Taluk, Dakshina Kannada
District, it is recommended to the Government for imposing
penalty of withholding 5% of pension payable to DGO Smt.

Susheela Hegde for a period of two years.

8. Action taken in the matter shall be intimated to this

Authority.

Connected records are enclosed herewith.

Elafs 2tlzlz>

(JUSTICE B.S.PATIL)
Upalokayukta,
State of Karnataka,
Bengaluru
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While you DGO Smt. Susheela Hegde, while

working as Panchayath Development Officer, Ujire

Grama Panchayath, Belthangady Taluk, Dakshina

Kannada District had undertaken work under suvarna

grama yojane in Ujire village of Belthangady Taluk and

in that regard following dereliction of duty were noticed

on your part.
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. Therefore you DGO has failed to maintain absolute
integrity and devotion to duty and committed an act
which is unbecoming of a Government Servant and
therefore you are guilty of misconduct under Rule 3(1)(i)
to (iti) of KCS (Conduct) Rules 1966. Hence, this charge.
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Since the said facts and materials on record prima
facie show that Smt. Susheela Hcgde, the then
Panchayath Development Officer (presently retired)
Ujire Grama Panchayath, Belthangady Taluk,
Dakshina Kannada District has committed misconduct
under u/r 3(1) of KCS (Conduct) Rules, 1966 a
recommendation was made under section 12(3) of

Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984 to the Competent

€
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Authority to initiate disciplinary proceedings against
Smt. Susheela Hegde, the then Panchayath
Development Officer (presently retired) Ujire Grama
Panchayath, Belthangady Taluk, Dakshina Kannada
District and to entrust the inquiry to this Authority
under Rule 14-A of Karnataka Civil Service

(Classifications, Control and Appeal) Rules, 1957.
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ANNEXURES
SL
. Particulars of Documents
1 Witness examined on behalf of the Disciplinary Authority
PW-1 | Sri. Balasubramanya Bhat S/o Suryanarayana Bhat,
Ujire, Mangalore.
~ PW-2 Sri. N.R Umesh S/o Late N. Ramanayak, Dy.
Secretary, Zilla Panchayath, Ramanagar.
2 Documents marked on behalf of the Disciplinary |
Authority Ex.P-1 to Ex.P-10
Ex.P.1 Complaint dtd: 15/01/2013 given to Secretary,
RDPR, Bengaluru.

Ex.P.2 Letter dtd: 16/03/2013 submitted by CEO,
| Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayath, Mangalore.
'Ex.P.3& | Complaint given to this institution dtd: 03/06,/2014

3(a) with Signature.

Ex.P.4& | Form No.1 with Signature.

4(a)

'Ex.P.5 & | Form No.2 with Signature (Affidavit).

S(a)

Ex.P.6& | Rejoinder dtd: 09/10/2014 with Signature.

6a)

Ex.P.7& | Rejoinder dtd: 17/06/2015 with Signature.

7(a)

Ex.P.8, Report dtd: 05/10/2016 submitted by Executive
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8(a), 8(b) | Officer, Taluk Panchayath, Belthangady along with |
& 8(c) documents to Chief Executive Officer, Dakshina
Kannada Zilla Panchayath, Mangalore.

Ex.P.9 & iLetter dtd: 05/10/2016 submitted by Deputy

9(a) | Secretary, Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayath,l

Mangalore with Signhature. '

Ex.P. 10 | Letter dtd: 24/01/2015 submitted by Deputy
Secretary, Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayath,

Mangalore.

Witness examined on behalf of the DGO, Documents

marked on behalf of the DGO

DW-1 Smt. Susheela S. Hegde S/o Lingapp_a Hegde, Retired
PDO, Belthangady.

Documents marked on behalf of the DGOs through the

complainant

Ex.D.1 | Complaint status copies filed by the complainant to

this institution.

Ex.D.2 | Copy of invitation regarding Special Grama Sabha &

proceedings.

Ex.D.3 | Letter dtd: 08/02/2011 submitted by Executive |
Engineer, Dakshina Kannada Panchayath Raj‘

Engineering Division. ‘

Ex.D.4 Elam Publication.

Ex.D.5 Elam details. ‘

Ex.D.6 | List of participants.
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| Ex.D.7 | Resolution of meeting.
Ex.D.8 Quotation.
Ex.D.9 Quotation.
Ex.D.10 | Bill / Tax Invoice.
Ex.D.11 |D.D. = R
Ex.D.12 |Bill / lax Invoice.
Ex.D.13 | Bill / Tax Invoice. .
Ex.D.14 |D.D. =
Ex.D.15 | Meeting proceedings.
Ex.D.16 | Meeting proceedings held on 13/02/2009.
Ex.D.17 | Letter submitted by Superintendent Engineer,
Panchayath Raj Engineering Circle, Mangalore.
'Ex.D.18 |Letter submitted by i Superintendent Engineer,
Panchayath Raj Engineering Circle, Mangalore.
Ex.D.19 |Letter submitted by Superintendent Engineer,
Panchayath Raj Engineering Circle, Mangalore.
Ex.D.20 | Letter submitted by Superintendent Engineer,
Panchayath Raj Engineering Circle, Mangalore.
Ex.D.21 | Letter submitted by Superintendent Engineer,
Panchayath Raj Engineering Circle, Mangalore.
Ex.D.22 | Letter dtd: 28/02/2009 submitted by Executive

Engineer, Dakshina Kannada Panchayath Raj

Engineering Division, Mangalore.
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Ex.D.23 | Letter dtd: 28/02/2009 submitted by Executive |
Engineer, Dakshina Kannada Panchayath Raj
Engineering Division, Mangalore. |

Ex.D.24 | Letter dtd: 23/03/2021 submitted by Secretary, |

Gram Panchayath, Ujire.

Ex.D.25 | Appreciation letter to DGO given by Dcputy Secretary,
Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayath, Mangalore.
Ex.D.26 |Letter dtd: 03/12/2012 submitted by Chief

Accountant, Dakshina Kannada Zilla Panchayath,

Mangalore with enclosures.

Ex.D.27 | Copy of award given to DGO.

Ex.D.28 qﬂﬁhl_y_fﬁga_zﬁe—wial marked portion.
& 28(a)

Ex.D.29 | Order of Ombudsman.

Ex.D.30 | Order of Ombudsman.

Dated this the 30th March, 2022

Bor= 503
(SUDESH RAJARAM PARADESHI)
Additional Registrar Enquiries-14,
Karnataka Lokayukta,
Bangalore.



= = e . - [ . - - - {
|
I I
. 2 i = i iy
i = = — = = - = = - 'J
- - - - — - - - ;
R | - - — N ey = 1
1 = - ] - — — = e —— = = — = = —— — [ — - == = ==
- -, = =y - - - I
= a = =l I
- - - - - - - 1

-
|

= _— -
- — —_— e —— — — e ——




