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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA : BENGALURU

No. Lok |8cD] 1110|2620 Date: 04-09-2020
ORDER
In ‘Vijaya Karnataka’ — Kannada daily newspaper

dated 04-09-2020 a news item with the title “®w Zeeleests
Bez® wResc”’ has  been published. The news item

indicates that in spite of specific directions from the
Hon’ble Minister for Primary and Secondary Education,
Karnataka to issue Labour Card to the mother of Master.
Mahesha, the concerned officials/officers have failed to
comply with the directions of the Hon'le Minister.
Further, the news item indicates that the Hon’ble Minister
for Food and Civil Supplies had also directed the concerned
officials/officers to add the name of the brother of Master.
Mahesha in the Ration Card. However, the concerned
officials/officers have failed to comply with the directions.
Instead of repeating the same, it is useful to extract the

news item itself, which reads as follows:

B, SRR DI VRN

;Dmémﬁxd B8 BRITHT BeT° JFE TPoBRNAOT TR

PTFIT IS TOCBONY LI WS }07 WE TR
DNTCTT 00T Qag@f’dd B> BRI geo® SEE RO,
WD BIOD Be) FoRIT FRF w08 LA PIETY &30
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DTeTD FeFonodadbe &beoe) DHODE Fi3ed FOTINT, waxy s
008 Loy sdeay sgoTTIe PU8 QOODIIR, FIHRANS,

&

GRS oYy Ions JBOSDFTo0T  Loniess
oIy oI 38, HpeaBeonde Fonsond ol 0SS,
X, DOBCTD DYERAE  Fodean Tk AIFTH0T vVeSETON
AIDS FPOGE,  BRODTBL IR OT SIT DgeRA Te3eo)
AOSTREOF 550N EIOTCRR. &3 Ogovedrf Y geled
eicvepivily &0 T v LOS 23899639 0
DEABRYDIVIYT DO Feor TEE FRPOBCHTT X0bd DB,

DTCIT  ZPOViT wd/%m‘ Fatoresd X, BP0 DOXCTD
ORERAIDHE Qe ST FooD SOYRXRINL vXgen demvis
wdwf’fai)@z A32Y) D57 DR, 0T 2908000507 20
Foabey  ApLTIRND,  woF IO weF ALY DT FO

et lole ) DX TEODS R TREIEP0 FPIaDE TP,

9A,

Y4

Fe20n* e/vd@m BRBICMID Dot Feo* TTE FROBCTT
Q0T DeBT,

SONMGOECR ANNET 5oDFE B &5 TED, DT DTS TIFo0
FBbIO 298 TCIT AP abeg &3S ST Iro B30 gees
VB, & Te¢ @D0d &OIOD BINS By BeIT FooD
SOYRON FoVEE FFE ROBWFTN eI0DT DRI, FoE
DIODOZ SREONPRR A2, SOFDENLD a,dg &S0 ST
g8 e DRI, WERRT. 3T, Somsh st — g,
FOET  FOTE DCRY, & a)/nf oo @@&D@ﬁ@?’&gz Fesiedesd
DOLNED 9HY DO 0T SPATD,

Sesgot BT R TIOY: 0T ID WPTOND &It ST ﬂoa*g/fgi{dge
2dedeiy 0’ BOQODX, 6.0 SFHo0 Aods i/f/&("&'}?@ai‘?). XTI
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2)

that Master. Mahesha, who was a student of Government
School at Jeevanbhima Nagar in Bengaluru has scored
highest marks in the SSLC examination. Since, the said
Master. Mahesha has come from a poor migrant family,
Care Works Foundation has taken the responsibility of
providing education to him and he has been joined to
Amrutha Bharathi Pre-University College, Hebri Taluk,
Udupi District. The Hon’ble Minister for Primary and
Secondary Education had visited his hutment in Mallesh

OTT TesFoT ﬂ%cgdz &3, OemD FomtEIY 29863 aa’./amag
OTBEIT 210 cogcra&ﬁ fﬁd&gz TRI0 23e85rT TeamF BrReRS0Z
EPEOTOND  ARLSAI . &30, 3oy FITIe DJo0N* BAD

AT B0l Q.

SBOOED 367 FADEROR TRCNG SHoT JLRIOD  Forecy
TP STONT T IBFIT A0ITAY, AX IJ00esT BAO
AP0 Fo0 TRIT 238 De@YmaN  GI0DT  DeB 0.
&0, 0 FETAe gITTA G0, QozFIRACHe NPT,

Foes* QoFwnT wesds

TR0 BEIODY BX TAD ANeTF BlePHLIcFo00 Femr o)
FIOD PoIr JOIHIT WEOVICR. ST, E&edeTe LIHTang &
FOTDONG.  DTCIT @y DIJoors BIOX), DRIO  SesIrT
FeDEGERRPION DFOD NMEOITIEY, LORBIFTNCLR &8 degmde
FCTEBRRCTINFR  DOD  SHo0 m%’i D JoNoF
FOL)0020) QERLOD 0RO 3P,

The News Paper publication extracted above indicates
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Palya, where Master. Mahesha lives with his mother Smt.
Mallamma. After congratulating him on his outstanding
performance and considering the social and economic
background of the family and as Smt. Mallamma is a
construction labourer, the Hon’ble Minister had assured to
provide her a Labour Card and also directed the concerned
officials/officers to make arrangement for providing a
Labour Card. In spite of such directions, the concerned
officials/officers have failed to provide the Labour Card to
Smt. Mallamma even after lapse of one month. Further, the
News Item indicates that due to illiteracy and lack of
awareness, she does not know whom to contact to get the
Labour Card. Further, the news item indicates that the
Hon’ble Minister for Food and Civil Supplies had also
assured her to add the name of Sri. Vishwaraj, who is the
elder brother of Master. Mahesha in the Ration Card and in
this connection, the Hon’ble Minister had directed the
concerned officials/officers to take steps for adding the
name of Sri. Vishwaraj. However, even after lapse of one
month, the concerned officials/officers have failed to

comply with the directions.

3) In the case of National Campaign Committee for
Central Legislation on construction labour (NCC-CL)
V/s Government of India (2018 (5) SCC 607), the
Hon’ble Supreme Court has observed that construction

workers do not assist only in building infrastructure, but
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they also assist in building the nation, in their own small
way. Further a direction has also been issued to give
identity cards to all construction workers in terms of
Section 12 of the BOCW Act (Building and Other
Construction Workers’ Welfare Act, 1966).

4)  In the light of what is stated above, it is imperative on
the concerned authorities to make available the identiiy/
card to Smt. Mallamma, a construction worker to avail
various welfare and social security benefits available under
the said Act to live with dignity enshrined in Article 21 of

the Constitution of India.

S)  Itis needless to mention that failure on the part of the
concerned officials/officers in complying with the
directions issued by the Hon’ble Ministers for providing the
Labour Card and adding the name in Ration Card amounts
to mal-administration, as defined under Sec. 2(10) of the
Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984 (for short ‘KL Act’). The KL
Act casts an obligation on the Lokayukta under Sec.
12(1)of the KL Act for redressal of the grievance of the
public and Sec. 2(10) casts an obligation on the Lokayukta
to prevent the mal-administration by the public

authorities.

6) The news item published in Vijaya Karnataka’
referred to above, in my considered view, can be treated as

source material to initiate suo-moto proceedings in exercise
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of the powers conferred on me under Sections 7(1)(b) and
9(3)(a) of the KL Act. Accordingly, I hereby exercise my suo-
moto power and initiate suo-moto proceedings. The office is

directed to register this matter as suo-moto proceeding.

7) For the purpose of investigation/redressal of the
grievance highlighted in the news item published in Vijaya
Karnataka’, I am of the view, that it would be just and
necessary to hear the officers mentioned herein below and
implead them as Respondents to this proceeding.
Accordingly, the office is directed to implead the following

officers as Respondents:

1. ] The Deputy_a)mmi-sac;ner,
Bengaluru Urban District,
Bengaluru,

2. | The Director,
Pre-University Education,
Sampige Road,
Malleshwaram,
Bengaluru.

3 | The Commissioner of Labour and Chief Executive
Officer, Koushalya Bhavan,

Bannerughatta Road,

Bengaluru,

4. | The Commissioner,

Food and Civil Supplies Department,
Cunningham Road,

Bengaluru,

8) Issue notice to the officers referred to above.

They are directed to submit their comments/report
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within four weeks from the date of receipt of this

notice on the following;

(i) Steps taken for providing Labour Card
to Smt. Mallamma, who is a migrant

construction labour;

(ii) Steps taken to add the name of Sri.
Vishwaraj, who is the brother of Master.

Mahesha;

(iii) The details of benefits extended and to
be extended from the Government to Master.

Mahesha for his further education; aafd-\/

(iv)] Details of the officials/officers, who
have failed to comply with the directions of

Hon’ble Ministers,‘

(v) Details of any other benefits to which
the said family is entitled for under various
Government Welfare Schemes and the steps
taken to extend those benefits to the family
as they belong to a poorer section of the

society.

9) The office is also directed to enclose the copy of
the paper publication to the Respondents. In the mean

time it is open to the respondents to redress the
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grievance highlighted in the news item referred to

above.

10) The Respondents are given four (4) weeks time to file

their comments/report.

List this case on 05.10.2020.

(J tice Vlghwanm{@),

0
Lokayukta, V 2
Karnataka State.

11) ARLO-4 (Compt.Sec.)}
12) ARE-1)
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