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SCRUTINY AND OPINION



KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

Date : 26.12.2019
ORDETR

On the basis of the pseudonymous petition dated Nil
received from Sri S.R.Patii and others alleging mal-
administration in the Office of the Sub-Registrar, Naragunda
Taluk, Gadag District, | had directed the Additional Director
General of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru (herein
after for short as ADGP) to get an investigation done in respect
of the allegations made in the petition. Accordingly,
Superintendent of Police-5, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru,
referred the matter for investigation to the Superintendent of
Police, Karnataka Lokayukta, Dharwad. The Superintendent
of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta, Dharwad, got the investigation
done through the Police Inspector, Karnataka Lokayukta,
Gadag (herein after for short referred to as Investigation
Officer). The Investigation Officer submitted his report dated
25.05.2018. The said report was examined by the

Superintendent of Police-5, Karnataka Lokayukta Bengaluru
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and placed the same before the ADGP, Karnataka Lokayukta,
Bengaluru, who had approved the same. Thereafter, the
papers/documents were placed before the Assistant Registrar

(Legal Opinion)-4, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru.

2) The Assistant Registrar (Legal Opinion)-4, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Bengaluru, after going through the report of the
Investigation Officer, has submitted that it is a fit case for me to
exercise suo-motu proceedings for the purpose of further
investigation. 1 have gone through the report and in the light of
the report submitted by the Investigation Officer and the report
submitted by the Assistant Registrar (Legal Opinion)-4,
Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru, | am prima-facie satisfied
that the materials collected by the Investigation Officer can be
considered as a source material for me to institute suo-motu
proceedings and it is in the interest of the public to institute
suo-motu proceedings for further investigation. Hence, a Suo-
motu proceeding is initiated in exercise of the powers conferred
on me, under Section 7(1)(b) & 9(3)(a) of Karnataka Lokayukta
Act. Office is directed to register the case as suo-motu

proceedings.
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3) In this connection, it is useful to extract the relevant

portion of the report submitted by the Investigation Officer,

which reads as follows —
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4) The report submitted by the Investigation Officer extracted
above, as observed by me earlier has been considered by the
ADGP, Superintendent of Police-5 and the Assistant Registrar
(Legal Opinion)-4, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru. The
report submitted indicates that unauthorized persons are using
the office seal purporting to be the signature of the Sub-
Registrar, Naragunda, Gadag District and accordingly mis-
using the position of the Sub-Registrar, Naragunda, Gadag
District. This cannot be permitted and appropriate legal action
is required to be taken against them. The Sub-Registrar,
Naragunda, Gadag District has an obligation to see that no one

mis-uses his office. He is a public servant. For the purpose of
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further investigation, | am of the view, it would be in the interest
of justice to direct the officers mentioned herein below to
implead as respondents No.1 to 4 and call for comments from

them -

(1) The Secretary, Revenue Department, Room
No.603, 6™ Floor, 1% Gate, M.S.Building, Bengaluru.

(2) The Inspector General of Registration &
Commissioner for Stamps, Kandaya Bhavana, g

floor, K.G.Road, Bengaluru.

(3) The District Registrar, Dharwad District,
Dharwad.

(4) Sri Hussainsab Ibrahimsab Nadaf, in charge
Sub-Registrar from 18.06.2016 of Sub-Registrar’s
office, Naragunda Taluk, Gadag District.

5) The respondents No.1 to 5 are directed to submit their

comments.

6) Having regard to the facts and circumstances of the case,
| am of the view that it is also desirable to refer the matter to
the Inspector General & Commissioner for Stamps, Bengaluru

in exercise of the powers conferred on me, under Section 15(3)
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of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act directing him to conduct an
investigation against the Sub-Registrar, Naragunda Taluk, in
the back drop of the report submitted by the Investigation
Officer and submit his report within three months from today.
It is useful to extract Section 15(3) of the Karnataka Lokayukta

Act, which reads as here under —

“415(3) Without prejudice to the
provisions of sub-section (1) the Lokayukta or
an Upa-lokayukta may for the purpose of
conducting investigations under this Act

utilise the services of, -

(a) any officer or investigating agency of the

State Government; or

(aa) any officer or investigating agency of the
Central Government (with the prior
concurrence of the Central Government and

State Government;] or

(b) [any person or any other agency].”

7) Further, it is needless to point out that the Inspector

General of Registration & Commissioner for Stamps, Bengaluru
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shall get the investigation conducted by a responsible officer,
not below the rank of the District Registrar of his choice and
submit the report. The office is directed to forward a copy of all
the investigation papers/documents submitted by the
Investigation Officer to the Inspector General of Registration &
Commissioner for Stamps, Bengaluru, for the purpose of
investigation and report as indicated above, after retaining the

original documents.

8) Communicate this order to the parties concerned. The
respondents are directed to submit their report/‘comments by

the next date of hearing.

List this case on 3" April, 2020 at 3.00 p.m.
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Lokayukta
State of Karnataka
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