(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka I;okayukta Act, 1984)
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

Date : 19.5.2018
oRDER

An anonymous petition was received by this office sent by
one Sri Rangappa.B.Koteppa, R/o.Havanur Taluk, Haveri
District to the Lokayukta, alleging that there has been illegal
extraction of sand at Mevundi, Teradahalli, Galaganatha,
Hulyala, Havanur and Haralahalli Villages of Tungabadra river,
Haveri District. The matter was referred to the Additional
Director General of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru
(herein after in short referred as ADGP, KLA), to get the matter
enquired into by the Lokayukta Police. Accordingly, the
Superintendent of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta, Davangere,
(herein after in short referred as SP, KLA) had conducted an
inquiry and a report dated 19.02.2018 was submitted to the
ADGP, KLA. The said report was examined by the ADGP, KLA
vide para-7 of note sheet dated 11.04.2018 and has approved
the report. Thereafter, the report dated 19.02.2018 of the SP,

KLA, Davangere and the relevant papers were perused by the
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‘Assistant Registrar (Legal Opinion)-4, KLA, Bengaluru and a
Scrutiny Note dated 7.5.2018 has been submitted to me for my

consideration.

2) | have gone through the report of the SP, KLA, Davangere
and the report of Assistant Registrar (Legal Opinion)-4, KLA,
Bengaluru. It is useful to extract the relevant portion of the

report of SP, KLA, Davangere which reads as follows —
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3) The said report prima facie indicates that there has been
illegal extraction/removal of sand from Tungabadra river at
Mevundi, Teradahalli, Galaganatha, Hulyala, Havanur and
Haralahalli Villages of Haveri District. The report also indicates
the officers who are responsible for the same. The report
submitted by the SP, KLA, Davangere can be considered as
the source material for the purpose of instituting suo-moto

proceedings.

4) The sand being the property of the State, illegal removal
of the sand from Tungabadra river at the villages referred

above of Haveri District not only results in violation of the Rules
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and Regulations, but also results in intrusion to the ecology and
loss of wealth to the State. Therefore, the matter is required to

be viewed seriously.

5) As observed by me earlier there has been illegal
éxtractionlremoval of sand from Tungabadra river at places
located in Havanur Village and other Villages of Haveri District
and the same has resulted in huge financial loss to the State.
Therefore, if the report submitted by the Lokayukta Police is
correct, the matter requires to be dealt with seriously and steps
will have to be taken by the authorities concerned to stop the
lifting of the sand and the culprits are required to be prosecuted

in accordance with the law immediately.

6) Therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred on me
under Section 7(1)(b) & 9(3)(a) of the Karnataka Lokayukta
Act, | find it is appropriate to initiate suo-moto proceedings to
investigate  the  allegations made by one Sri

Rangappa.B.Koteppa, R/o.Havanur Taluk, Haveri District

referred to above. \w
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7) In the light of the discussion made above, office is
directed to register suo-moto proceedings to direct an
investigation. ~ For the said purpose, it is necessary to call for
the comments/report from the concerned authorities mentioned
herein below and implead them as respondents to the

proceedings and issue notices to them —

1. The Deputy Commissioner,
Haveri District, Haveri.

5 The Superintendent of Police,
Haveri District, Haveri.

3. Director of Mines & Geology,
Kanija Bhavan,
Bengaluru.
4. Senior Geologist,
Mines & Geology Department,
Haveri District, Haveri.
5. Environmental Officer,
Karnataka State Pollution Control Board,
Regional Office, Haveri District, Haveri
8) The Deputy Commissioner, Haveri District, Haveri is
directed to conduct an inquiry and send his report with regard

to the illegal removal/lifting of sand from Tungabadra river at

Havanur and other Villages of Haveri District, as referred to by
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the S.P. KLA, Davangere in his report dated 19.02.2018 and to
take appropriate legal steps to prevent illegal removal of sand
and to prosecute the culprits. The respondents No.2 to 5
mentioned above are directed to co-operate and assist the 1t
respondent in the measures/steps he may take to stop illegal
removal of sand from Tungabadra river at Havanur Village and
other Villages of Haveri District, referred to above. The
Lokayukta Police, Haveri District, under the supervision of SP,
KLA, Davangere who is in charge of Haveri District are also
directed to co-operate with the 1% respondent in his efforts to
stop the illegal removal, theft of sand in various parts of Haveri
District referred to above, if assistance is sought by him. The
report of investigation and the action taken shall be submitted
to the Lokayukta within three months from the date of

communication of this Order.

9) During the pendency of the investigation and the report
to be submitted by the Deputy Commissioner, Haveri District,
Haveri as directed above, the respondents referred to above,

are directed to forthwith stop illegal removal of sand from
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Tungabadra river at Mevundi, Teradahalli, Galaganatha,
Hulyala, Havanur and Haralahalli Villages of Haveri District and
submit an interim report on that behalf within three weeks’ from

the date of receipt of this Order.

10) Communicate this Order along with the copy of the
report submitted by the SP, KLA, Davangere and its
enclosures/annexures to the respondents. A copy of this
Order and connected documents may also be sent to the SP,

KLA, Davangere and SP-5, KLA, Bengaluru.

List this case on 11" June, 2018 at 3.30 p.m.
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