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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

Date : 13.06.2018
O RDER |

An anonymous petition dated 31.05.2017 was récéived by
this office stated to have been sent by certain persons of Sudi
Villa.ge,' Gadag Taluk & District allegihg that there hés been
illegal extraction/transportation of sand by S8ri Anwar
Sab.R.Hitagi, Sri Mallappa Sha Koneri and Sri Srikanth Sha
Mallapura and that the CPI of Rona and Sri Gajendragad, CPI
are collecting mamool. Further, it has been alleged that at
Sy.No.36/5 pertaining to one Smt.Renuka W/o.Ramana Gowda
Gowdaru of Dyamahunse Village, Roha Taluk of Gadag District
is illegally extré_cting/transpor’ging sand without any permit and
in total violation of the Rulés, causing a loss of an amount of
Z32,60,000/- to the Government exchequer. The matter was
referréd to the Additional Director General of Police, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Bengaluru (herein after in short referred as ADGP,
KLA), to get the matter enquired into by the Lokayukta Police.

Accordingly, the incharge Superintendent of Police, Karnataka

None




Lokayukta, Dharwad, (herein after in shqrt referred as SP,
KLA), who is incharge of Gadag District had got an enquiry
conducted through his sub4ordinaté and a feport dated
08.03_.2.018 was submitted to the ADGP, KLA. The said report
was examined by the ADGP, KLA vide para-7 of note sheet
dated 01.06.2018 and has approved the report. T.hereafter, the
report dated 08.03.2018 .of the SP, KLA, Dharwad and the
relevant papers/documents weré perused by the Assistant
Registrar (Legal Opinion)-4, KLA, Bengaluru and a Scrutiny
Note dated 2.08.2018 has been submitted to me for my

consideration.

2) | have gone through the report of the SP, KLA, Dharwad
and the report of Assistant Registrar (Legal Opinion)-4, KLA,
Bengaluru. It is useful to extract the relevant portion of the

report of SP, KLA, Dharwad which reads as follows —
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3)  The said report prima facie indicates that there has been

illegal extracttonltransportatlon of sand from Sy.No.36/5 of

Dyamahunse Village, Rona Taluk of Gadag District, without

any permit. The report also indicates the officers who are
responsuble for the same. The report submitted by the SP,

KLA, Dharwad and the material collected by the KLA Pollce

can be considered as the source material for the purpose of -

instituting suo-moto proceédings.

4)  The sand being a specified minor mineral within the

meaning . of Section 2(m) of Karnataka I\ll_inor-IVIineraI'

Concession Rules-1994 (KMMC Rules) and it is the property of
State. - The activities concerning minor mineral such as
quarrying, extraction and transpoﬁation of sand would be in
contravention of Rules 42 and 44 of (KMMC Rules). As such,
illegal removal of the sand from Sy.No.36/5: of Dyamahunse
Village, Rona Taluk of Glad.ag District, not only results. in
violation of the Rules and Regulations, but also results in
intrusion to the ecology and loss of wealth to the State.

Therefore, the matter is required to be viewed seriously.

N




5) As observed by me earlier there has been illegal
extraction/transportation of sand from Dyamahunse Village,
Rona Taluk of Gadag District and the same has resulted in
huge financial loss to the State. Therefore, if the report
submitted by the Lokayukta Police, Dharwad is corréct, the
matter requires to be dealt with seriously and steps will have to
be taken up by the authorities concerned to stop the lifting of
the sand and the culprits are required to be prosecuted in

accordance with the law immediately.

6) Therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred on me

under Section 7(1)(b) & 9(3)a) of the Karnataka Lokayukta

Act, | find it is appropriate to initiate suo-moto proceedings to

investigate the allegations made by the aggrieVed persons of

Sudi Village, Gadag Taluk & District referred to above.

7) In the light of the discussion made above, office is
directed to register suo-moto proceedings to conduct an
investigation. For the said purpose, it is necessary to call for
the comments/report from the concerned aut.horities mentioned
herein beldw and implead them as réspondents fo the

proceedings and issue notices to them —

N\
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. The Deputy Commissioner,
Gadag District, Gadag.

. The Superintendent of Police,
Gadag District, Gadag.

_ The Assistant Commissioner,
Rona Taluk, Gadag District.

. Direétor of I\/Iinés & Geology,
Kanija Bhavan,
Bengaluru.

. Sri Santosh Payateganigere,
Senior Geologist,

Mines & Geology Department,

Gadag District, Gadag.

_ Smt.Savithri.B.P,
Senior Geologist,

Mines & Geology Department,

Gadag District, Gadag.

. Environmental Officer,

Karnataka State Pollution Control Board
Regional Office, Gadag District, Gadag.

7. Tahsildar,

Rona Taluk, Gadag District.

. Sri J.T.Koppada,
Revenue Inspector,

Dyamahunse Hobli,
Rona Taluk, Gadag District.

The Deputy Commissioner, Gadag District, Gadag is

directed to conduct an inquiry and send his report with regard

e
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to the illegal removalflifting of sand from Dyamahunse village of
Rona Taluk, Gadag District as referred to by the S.P. KLA,
Dharwad in his report dated 08.03.2018 and to take
appropriate iegal steps to prevent illegal removal of sand and
to prosecute the culprits. The respondents No.2 to 8
mentioned above are directed to co-operate and assist the 18t
respondent in thé measureslsteps he.méy take to stop illegal
removal of sand from Sy.No0.36/5 of.Dyamahunse village of
Rona Taluk, Gadag District referred to above. The Lokayukta

Police, Gadag District, under the supervision of SP, KLA,

Dharwad who is in charge of Gadag District are also directed to

co-operate with the 1% respondent in his efforts to stop the
illegal removal, theft of sand in various parts of Gadag District

referred to above, if assistance is sought by him. The report of

“investigation and the action taken shall be submitted to the

Lokayukta within three months from the date of receibt of this
Order.

9) During the pendency of the investigat'i'on and the report
to be submitted by the Deputy Commissioner, Gadag District,

Gadag as directed above, the respondents referred to above,

e

12
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are directed to forthwith stop illegal removal of sand from the

village mentioned above at Gadag District and submit an

interim report on that behalf within four weeks’ from the date of

receipt of this Order.

10) The office is directed to send a copy of the complaint

and the report of the Lokayukta Police including the materials

collected during the course of investigation to the respondents.

A copy of this Order and connected documents may also be

sent to the SP, KLA, Dharwad and SP-5, KLA, Bengaluru.

List this case on 5™ July, 2018 at 3.30 p.m. to consider

(Qst.cuv ehwanatha Shett%

the Interim Report.

Lokayukta
State of Karnataka

g : ﬂ.\b .
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No:Compt/Lok/BGM-1652/2018
21. SR.APP-1 Date:05-07-2018

The Deputy Commissioner, Gadag
submitted the inspection report through
e-mail on 2-7-2018.

22, The Deputy Commissioner, Gadag
(respondent No:1) stated that, in
compliance to the order of Hon’ble
Lokayukta, he is submitting the Interim

~Report. He constituted the committee to

submit a report after conducting the -
spot inspection on 25-06-2018. The said’
committee has given a report stating
that, there is no sand mining in
Dyamanahunasi Village of Rona Taluk
at present. The report of the committee
dtd:29-6-2018 has been placed along .
with letter.

23. The Environment Officer
(respondent No:7) has submitted
Interim Report. - The report states that,
the land in Sy.No:36/5 of the
Dyamanahunasi  Village measuring
03.37 acres and presently there is no
sand mining in the said land. The
C.C.No0:412/2013 was registered against
the owner of the said land in the
Competent Court for the illegal sand
mining in the said land and the said
case is closed by the Competent Court.

24. The case is also registered in the
year 2017 for iilegal sand mining
against the owner of the said land and
charge-sheet also submitted.

25.  Therefore, if approved, the
respondents No: 2 to 6 and 8 to 9 have
not submitted the Interim Report. The
postal acknowledgment has not been




i

P

received and the Interim Report may be
Awaited. Call on 25-08-2018,

" Submitted for kind orders.

IAY SK.APP-1

26. Hon’ble Lokayukta ]

AT
?\lkwkq

(Ve & kg, rSTO .

Bhderng Koeo @I 3%
63:3:?3035 S0l . BMoS: 4118
Sy eowdigy 3 ady
Dooth ool Somwad ,se{%ﬂé“b
Led 4300. ﬁoﬁbaéa .:3:3@ adp
TSl _f;id? swapds pey,
AP L, ey BES4,ps3.

B

, A
&Eﬁz,( L6 gﬁi Qﬂﬁ‘é&&&.
“omo? Y7l 8o B %z%mmv‘)_'
o) g 8380 3k, ReaBe Ayt

@ R-a, R-2F }g%g’%‘ |

ﬁﬁﬁag ﬁwo@a)) (m;jg?f e g

“fbog@%ﬂ?‘vdwf@jjg




2L

No:Compt/Lok/BGM-1652/2018
41. SR.APP-1 Date:25-08-2018

Today, I/¢ Sr.App-1 Officer is on leave
Call on 27=16-2018.

V. H, vo _
@d@@—L— Qg8 1%

| - I/c SR.APP-1
M | | 25/08/2018

| @%{%’ Eﬁ}rz&}%’aoﬁﬁg

' No:Compt/Lok/ BGM-1652/2018

43. SR.APP-1 Date:12-09-2018.

The respondent no.4 and 7 - has. not
submitted the report. The postal acknowledgement
has not been received. '

44. Therefore, if approved, the report of
respondent no.4 and 7 may be awalted till next
date of hearmg -

Submitted for kind orders.
Call on 11/10/2018.

45. Hon’ble Lokayukta)




48. Hon’ble Lokayukta)
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No:Compt/Lok/ BGM-1652/2018)

46. SR.APP-1 Date:11-10-2018,

The respondent no4 and 7 has not
submitted the report.

47. If approved, reminder may be issued to .
respondent no.4 and 7 to submit report.

Call on 28/11/2018.
Submitted for kind orders.

@/
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No:Compt/Lok/BGM/1652/2018 ?-31
49, SR.APP-1 Date:28-11-2018.

The respondent no.1 Deputy Commissioner in his letter dated
13.11.2018 stated that the Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka ilﬁl
W.P.13472/1998 and 33645/1998 has ordered that the illegal
transportation of sand has to be done by taking strict action against
sand transporters,

50. Accordingly, the Taluk level monitoring committee has been
formed in order to keep an ¢ye on the illegal sand transportation. The
following persons found to be illegally transporting the sand causing
great loss to the Government and the details of the said persons as

under: '
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51. Therefore, the Deputy Commissioner has passed order dated
6.9.2018 imposing penalty on them and the same has to be recovered as
arrears of land revenue. '

52. The respondent no.7 submitted that he has already submitted
a copy of the interim report and further he produced the Xerox copy of
the interim report.

53. The respondent no.4 has not submitted interim report. The
postal acknowledgement as to the service of notice has not been received.

54. If approved, reminder may be issued to the respondent no.4 to
submit interim report and the said reminder notice may be served
through Police Inspector, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bangalore City Division,
Bangalore.

Call on 31/01/2019.
Submitted for kind orders.

55. Hon’ble Lokayukta)
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SR.APP-1
31/01/2019

56. It is respectfully submitted that the
respondent no.4 Director, Mines and Geology
Department, Bangalore has not submitted
interim report.

57. The Police Sub Inspector, City Division,
submitted that the notice has been served to
the respondent no.4.

58. If approved, final reminder may be
issued to the respondent no.4 Director, Mines

and Geology Department, Bangalore to submit
the interim report, by the next date of hearing.

Call on 26/04/2019.
Submitted for kind orders.

I/c SIMAPP-1

59) Hon'ble Lokayukta)
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60. It is respectfully <ubmitted tHat the respondent no.2
submitted interim report. The r‘esporidén’t no.2 submitted bis
interim report ot the basis of the report submitted by Sri.Santhosh.
and amt.Savithri, gr.Geologist.

6l. gri.Santhosh Patigera has been working in the office of
the gr.Geologist, Gadag District as Geologist from 13th September
0013 to 18® September 7013. The office order no.65/2012—13 and
5/13-14 shows that gri.Santhosh, Geologist have been asked to
working regarding ground water division and mineral division vide
order 30.12.12 and 25.6.13. Smt.B.P.Savithri, Geologist has been
working from 25.6.10 till date i the office of the ar.Geologist,

| Gadag. During that period Smt.B.P.Savithri has been further
directed to work in Rona Taluk, Shirahatti and Nargunda Taluk in
ground water division and mineral division as per the office order.

60. The illegal mining or transportation of sand in land in
sy.no.36/5 Dyamanahunasi comes within the jurisdiction of
B.P.Savithri. The case has been registered in Sr.JMFC Court, Rona
vide C.C.No.4 12/13 regarding illegal sand mining in the village of
Dyamanahunasi in sy.no.36/ 5. The said case has been registed o0
21.5,13, The 30 cases has been registered by gmt. Savithri
regarding the mining of unauthorized m'mérals and transportation.

63. The owner of the land in sy.no.(ﬁ.’c}/ES is Smt.Renukad.eVi
w/o Ramanagowda. The case has been registered against her on
1.8.17 vide Cr.No.187/17 in Gajendragaﬂ:x Police gtation. The
unauthorized storage of sand made in 36/5 and in other places
namely Herelkurubanala, Hirehalagundi inchuding Dyamanahunasi
has been seized alo ng with the revenue officials. Therefore, he

submits that the ahove said officials acted in accordance with the




provisions of law and also taken suitable action under KXM.M.C.R
Rules. _

- 64. The Deputy Commissioner has not submitted the detailed
report after conducting enquiry and the action taken report has nhot
been submitted. The Hon'ble Lokayukta in his order dated 13.6.18
at para 8 directed the Deputy Commissioner, Gadag to submit the
detailed report after conducitng enquiry regarding illegal mining of
sand and also action taken regarding the same.

65. If appifoved, reminder may be issued to the Deputy
Commissioner, ‘Gadga to submit the detailed report after
conducting an enquiry in accordance with the para 8 of order of the
Hon'ble Lokayukta vide order dated 13.6.18

Call on 05/07/20109.

_Submitted for kind orde_:rfs

66) Hon'ble Lokayulkta )
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05/07/2019

67. Itis respectfully submitted that the Deputy Commissioner
has not submitted detail report after conducting an enquiry and
the action taken report has not been submitted. The notice was
issued and the postal acknowledgement received.

68. If approved, reminder may be issued to the Deputy

Commissioner, Gadag to submit detaﬂed report after conducting an

enquiry in - accordance with para 8 of order of the Hon ble
Lokayukta vide order dated .13.6.2018.

“Call on 09/ 10/2"019'.“
Sub’mitted..for k‘ind orders

 69) Hon'ble Lokayulkta )-
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70) 1t is respectfully submitted that the Deputy
Commissioner, Gadag submitted report that the Deputy
Commissioner, Gadag has passed an order imposing penalty
of Rs.46,20,000/- on the owner of the land in sy.no.36/5
measuring 3 acres 27 guntas of Dyamanahunasi village. The
said charge has been mentioned in the column no.11 of the

'RTC. Accordingly, the mutation was passed vide
M.R.No.T17/2017-18. The copy of the RTC is also placed. The
Deputy Commissioner further submitted that the amount has
not been recovered from the owner of the land.

71) The Tahsildar, Gajendragad also submitted report
containing the similar facts.

72) The Deputy Commissioner, Gadag prays to consider
the report submitted by him dated 10.7.19 as final report.

73) If approved, the notice may be issued to the Deputy
Commissioner, Gadag to submit the further report regarding
the action taken for the recovery of the fine amount imposed
on the owner of the land in sy.nc.36/5 of Dyamanahunasi
village.

Call on 13/12/2019.

Submitted for kind orders.
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Sr.APP-1
13/12/2019

7% The Deputy Commissioner Gadag has not
submitted the report as sought in pre para 73. The
Postal Acknowledgment as to the service of notice to

Deputy Commissioner Gadag is received.

7@) [ssue reminder to the Deputy Commissioner
Gadag to submit report as sought in pre para 73 by the
next date of hearing.

Call on 14/02/2020.
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Sr.APP-1
14/02/2020

77) The Deputy Commissioner Gadag has not
submitted the report as sought in pre para 73. The
Postal Acknowledgment as to the service of notice to
Deputy Commissioner Gadag is received.

78) Issue reminder to the Deputy Commissioner
Gadag to submit report as sought in pre para 73 by the
next date of hearing.

Call on 07/03/2020.
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79) It is respectfully submitted that the Deputy Commissioner, Gadag
directed the Tahasildar, Rona to submit a report regarding the recovery of the
fine amount of Rs. 46,20,000/- .imposed on the owners of the land for illegal
transportation of sand in re.sy. no. 36/5 measureing 3 acres 27 guntas in
Dyamanahunasi village. The arrears of the revenue mentioned in the katha
extract in the concerned owners of the land. Therefore, the Deputy
Commissioner in his letter dated : 27/02/2020 directed the Tahasildar, Rona to
submit the detailed report as to the recovery of the fine amount of Rs.
46,20,000/-. The copy of the letter marked to this institution for our
information. The letter dated: 27 /02/2020 is placed on record.

80) The Deputy Commissioner, Gadag has not submitted the report as
sought in pre para 73 regarding the action taken for the recovery of the fine
amount imposed on the owner of the land in sy. No. 36/5 of Dyamanahunasi
village. _

81) If approved, the reminder may be issucd to Deputy Commissioner,
Gadag to submit the detailed report as Sought in pre para 73.

 Call on 12/05/2020. '

Submitted for kind orders.
LAPP-

82) Hon'ble Lokayukta )
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86} Copy of the letter dated 31-03-2020 addressed to
Tahashildar, Ron Taluk, by the Deputy Commissioner, Gadag Dist
is received wherein Deputy Commissioner, Gadag, has given
direction to the Thahashildar Ron Taluk, to recover penalty amount
of Rs.46,20,000 /- and to submit the report to Lokayukta Office.

87)Wherefore , if approved reminder will be issued to the Deputy
Commissioner, Gadag to submit the report of compliance and
notice will also be issued to Tahashildar Ron, Taluk, to submit
report regarding Tecovery of the fine of Rs, 46,20,000/- imposed on
the owners of the land for illegal transportation of sand in re-survey
No0.36/5 measuring 3 Acres 27 Guntas in Dyamanahunsai Village

along with the copy of the order passed by Hon’ble Lokyylita dated
9/03/2020 ecall on 09-11-2020. | /é7

e Sr.APP-1 \U{\
Submitted for ki;qd orders. )

88) Hon’ble Lokayukta)
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09-11-2020

89)The Deputy Commissioner Gadag District has
sent the copy of the letter written by him to Tahasildar
Rona and Gajendra Gada dated:16-09-2020 Calling
upon the Tahasildar to give the report regarding the
recovery of the fine of Rs, 46,20,000/- imposed on the
owners of land for illegal transportation of sand
measuring 03 Acres 27guntans.

90) The Deputy Commissioner has written the
letter as per the reminder issued by this Institution
regarding the recovery of the above said amount.
Report called for not yet received from Deputy
Commissioner Gadag.

91)Wherefore, if approved another reminder will be
issued to the Deputy Commissioner Gadag to submit
the report of 46,20,000/- imposed on owners of the
land for illegal transportation of land in re survey
No.36/5 measuring 3 Acres 27 Guntas in
Dyamanahunsai village 09/03/2020. Call on 31-12-

2020.

/C Sr.APP-1 0\\\\\

Submitted for Kind Orders,

92)Ho:. 22 Lokayukta

et
@mﬁ%ﬁ | MU["P

W







| B
Compt/Lok/BGM/1652/2018/Sr. A.P.P.-1 E

18/02/2021

94) Reminder was issued to the Deputy Commissioner Gadag,
to submit the report regarding recovery of the fine of Rs.46,20,000 /-
imposed on the owner of the land for illegal transportation of sand in
resurvey No. 36/5 measuring 3 Acres 25 guntas of Dyamanhunasi

Village.

95)The Deputy Commissioner Gadag has written the letter
dated 02/01/2021 to the effect that the owner of the above said land
(resurvey No.36/5 measureing 3 Acre 27 guntas) has filed writ
petition NO.148509/2020 before the Honble High Court of
Karnatka, Dharwad Branch challenging the recovery of the above
said amount (as per the Karnataka Land revenue act) and said writ
petition is at the stage of the hearing and hence the reéovery
proceedings is stopped. The copy of the remarks submitted by the
Tahasildar Ron Taluk, the 3rd respondent in above said writ petition

is also produced.

96) In view of the above said reply of the Deputy Commissioner
Gadag, the recovery proceedings is stopped till the disposal of writ
petition 148509/2020. If approved this complaint will be adjuned till
the disposal of WP No.148509/2020 pending on the file of the
Honble High of Karnataka, Dharwad Branch.

Call On Date 30/04/2021.

Submitted by kind order \
I/c Sr. APP-1

97) Hon’ble Lokayukta)
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA: BENGALURU

ORDER

18/02/2021 which reads as follows:-

2.
bearing Sy.No.36/5 measuring 3 Acres 25 guntas of

“94, Reminder was issued to the Deputy Commissioner,
Gadag, to submit the report regarding recovery of the fine
of Rs.46,20,000/- imposed on the owner of the land for
illegal transportation of sand in resurvey No0.36/5
measuring 3 Acres 25 guntas of Dyamahunasi Village.

95. The Deputy Commissioner, Gadag has written the
letter dated 02/01/2021 to the effect that the owner of the
above said land (resurvey No.36/5 measuring 3 Acre 27
guntas) has filed Writ Petition No,148509/2020 before the
Hon'’ble High Court of Karnataka, Dharwad Bench
challenging the recovery of the above said amount (as per
the Karnataka Land Revenue Act) and said Writ Petition is
at the stage of the hearing and hence the recovery
proceedings is stopped. The copy of the remarks
submitted by the Tahasildar, Ron Taluk, the 3
Respondent in above said Writ Petition is also produced.

96. In view of the above said reply of the Deputy
Commissioner, Gadag, the recovery proceedings is stopped
till the disposal of Writ Petition No.148509/2020. If
approved this complaint will be adjourned till the disposal
of W.I. No.148509/2020 pending on the file of the Hon'ble
High Court of Karnataka, Dharwad Bench.”

Page 1 of b
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Dated:20-02-2021

Incharge Sr.APP-1 has submitted a note dated

As it can be seen from the note, the owner of the land
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Dyamahunasi Village has filed a Writ Petition bearing No.
148509/2020 and obtained an order of stay of the recovery
of the amount. It is needless to point out that the
authorities of the State i.e., the Deputy Commissioner and
others are immediately required to take steps through the
Advocate General/Government Counsel to get the stay
order modified or to get the Writ Petition disposed off early

in accordance with law.

3. The Respondents are directed to send the status
report as on this date, as to whether any illegal mining of
sand or other minerals is being carried out in the Sy.No. in
question or in Gadag District. The illegal removal of minor
minerals ie., sand or granite is an offence of theft.
Therefore, the authorities of the State have their duty and
obligation to prevent illegal extraction of minor minerals.
Indiscriminate /illegal extraction of minor minerals and
transportation of the same causes serious Environmental
imbalance. Therefore, it is needless to point out that the
authorities of the State who are incharge of monitoring the
extraction of minor minerals in terms of the provisions of
the Act and Rules are required to act swiftly and effectively

to prevent illegal extraction and transportation of minor

Wage 20of 5




minerals. The S.P, Karnataka Lokayukta, Gadag is also
directed in Complaint No.LOK/BCD-2533/2017/ARE-1 for
investigation of illegal extraction of minor minerals. In
Complaint No.LOK/BCD-2533/2017/ARE-1, I have given
certain directions. In the said complaint Gadag District is
one of the Districts. It is useful to extract the said direction

which reads as follows:-

“7)  In the light of the reports already submitted in this
proceedings and the report submitted in other connected
matters referred to above, I am of the view, what is now
required to be done in this matter is also to give similar
directions to the Director of Mines & Geology and the
District Administration of all districts as has been done by
me in No.Compt/LOK/BD-740/2018/ARLO-5 by means of
my order dated 21.01.2021. It is useful to extract the
directions given in No.Compt/LOK/BD-740/2018/ARLO-5
which pertains to Shivamogga District which reads as
follows —

“12) It is needless to point out that the Deputy
Commissioner, Shivamogga District (Respondent
No.1l} and the Director of Mines & Geology
(Respondent No.4} are also required to discharge
their obligation and also required through their
sub-ordinates to take effective steps to prohibit
illegal mining, not only in Shivamogga district,
but also in all other parts of the State. In fact, I
had instituted suo-motu proceedings in respect
of the other districts, which will be dealt with in
the concerned matters separately.

13) The respondent No.l i.e., Deputy
Commissioner, Shivamogga District is given
six weeks time to conduct an investigation as
directed above and submit his report. It is
needless to point out that all the authorities of
Shivamogga District particularly the Mines &
Geology Department and the Superintendent of
Police, Shivamogga District are required to co-
operate with the Deputy Commissioner, in the
matter of conducting investigation as stated

Page 3 0of 5
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above and submit the report. It is also needless
to point out that the concerned authorities are
required to take immediate steps to stop illegal
mining operations that is being carried out in
the District by taking immediate appropriate
legal action, including filing of criminal cases
and steps for recovery of royalty, imposition of
penalty in terms of the Act and the Rules
governed.

14) The Superintendent of Police, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Chitradurga, to get an independent
investigation conducted through the Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Shivamogga in respect
of the matters with regard to the several issues
referred to above and submit a report on or
before 01.03.2021.

15) List this matter for hearing on 2.3.2021
at 11.30 a.m. The Director, Department of
Mines & Geology, Khanija Bhavan, Bengaluru
and the Deputy Commissioner, Shivamogga
District are directed to be present for the
purpose of hearing,

16) Communicate the copy of this order to the
respondents and also to the Superintendent of
Police, Karnataka Lokayukta, Chitradurga and
the Deputy Superintendent of Police, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Shivamogga.”

8) The Deputy Commissioner of all the Districts of the
State arc directed to submit the report in respect of the
Action Taken orf the matters referred to above within eight
weeks from the date of receipt of this order.

9) The Additional Director General of Police, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Bengaluru is also directed to instruct the
cancerned district = Superintendent of  Police/Dy.
Superintendent of Police of Karnataka Lokayukta to get an
independent investigation done in respect of the matters
referred above and submit report by the next date of hearing
without fail. It is needless to point out that all the
concerned officers/authorities of the respective districts are
required to co-operate with the District Administration in
the matter of investigation referred to above and also with
the Karnataka Lokayukta Police.”

Page 4 of 5
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4. The Respondents are directed to comply with the
direction extracted above and submit a report. The steps
taken for modification of the stay of the recovery of the
amount granted in Writ Petition No. 148509/2020 also

may be submitted.

5.  Communicate the copy of this order to the
Respondents and also to the S.P, Karnataka Lokayukta,

Gadag.

List this matter along with the connected Complaint

No.LOK/BCD-2533/2017 /ARE-1 on 30.03.2021.

\

Lokayukta,
State of Karnataka.

- \.lp m
(Justiceé P. Vishwanatha Shetty)
20/ 2 0
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No.Compt/LOK/BGM/ 1652/2018/Sr.APP-1 6’5
Date: 30-03-2021

Report received from DYSP Karnataka Lokayukta Gadag
dated:24/03/2021 where in it is stated that the DYSP, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Gadag, visited survey No. 36 /5 of Dymunasi village,
Gajendragada Taluk, Gadag Dist. along with officials of Mines and
Geology and the Revenue Department on 16 /03/2021. At present
the Sand Mining is not going on in the above said land but there
are traces of sand Mining already done in the above said survey
number and in the neighboring Gowri Halla. It is further stated
that the Revenue Officials and Mines and Geology Officials have
been instructed to take steps for early disposal of W/P No
148509/2020 pending before the High Court of Karnataka,
Dharwad Bench. The report contains Mahazar, copies of the
photographs and other documents.

The 1st respondent has written the letter dated 02 /0172021
where in it is stated that for illegal Sand Mining already done in
Surrey No. 36/5 measuring 3.37 Acres fine of Rs.46,20,000/- has
been imposed on the owner of the said land and the owner has filed
the WP No.148509/2020 against the recovery of the above said
amount and hence the recovery proceedings is stopped. Directions
have been given to the Revenue, PWD, Environment, Forest, and
Mines and Geology Officials to prevent the illegal Mining/
Transportation and also to see that the above said WP is decided
early or to get the stay vacated. Copy of the letter written by the 1st
respondent in that respect to the officials of the above said
departments dated 19/03/2021 is also received.

Respondent No.8 the Tahasildar, Rona Taluk has written the
letter to the Tahasildar Gajendragada dated 09/03/2021 to take
steps for recovery of the amount stated above as survey No.36/5
comes within the jurisdiction of Tahasildar, Gajendragada.

Respondent No.5 Sri Santhosh Payapeganigere has given the
letter dated 15/03/2021 to the effect that at present is working as
Senior Geologist, Dist under Ground Water Office on Haveri and
earlier also Rona Taluk was not coming within his Jurisdiction and
the matter is informed to Sri Rajesh D.S and Smt. Savithri B.P
Geologist, Mines and Geology Department Gadag.




W

Geology Department Gadag has given the letter dated 29/03/2021
where in it is stated that against the order for the recovery of
46,20,000/- from the owner of survey No. 36/5 as arrears of land
revenue the owner has filed the WP No0.148509/2020 and the
Tahasildar Gajendragada has been requested to get the stay order
vacated and to get the above said WP decided early. In the said
letter the steps taken by the Gadag District Taskforce Committee
regarding illegal Mining / Transportation/Storage from 2015-16 to
2020-21 (up to February 2021) is also given and in the same the
number cases the traced the number of registered cases, the
amount of fine recovered for the all the above said years is also
given. It is also stated that throughout Gadag District steps are
taken to prevent illegal mining traportation and storage and Taluk
Stand Monitoring committee is also taking precautions to prevent
illegal sand mining storage and transportation.

As WP No. 148509/2020 filed by the owner of the Survey No.
36/5 is pending before the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka
Dharwad Bench the fine amount of Rs. 46,20,000/- is not yet
recovered.

In view of the same if approved this complaint will be adjured
till the disposal WP 148509/2020 to pending on the file of Hon’ble
High Court of Karnataka, Dharwad Bench by 31 /05/2021.

L

Submitted for Kind Orders,

Hon’ble Lokayukta, M’-ba/

I/C Sr.APP-1 >
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Respondent No. 6 Smt. Savithri B.P, Geologist Mines and




