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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA : BENGALURU

No: Date: 19-12-2019
ORDER

On the basis of pseudonymous petition dated
17-01-2018, submitted to this office, alleging that the
Secretary and Panchayath Development Officer and other
authorities of Harogeri Grama Panchayat, Mundargi Taluk,
Gadag District, have illegally allotted sites in Tambragundi
village, to several persons who are not eligible to be allotted
under different housing schemes viz.,, Basava Housing
Scheme and Indira Awaz Yojana, [ had directed the
Additional Director General of Police, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Bengaluru (herein after referred to ‘ADGP’ for
short) to get an investigation/enquiry conducted with
regard to the allegations made in the pseudonymous
petition. Accordingly, the ADGP got an investigation
conducted by the Police Inspector, Karnataka Lokayukta,
Gadag. After conducting the investigation, the Police
Inspector, Karnataka Lokayukta, Gadag, had submitted
report dated 20-11-2018, which was considered by the
Superintendent of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta, Dharwad
and he has approved the report submitted by the Police
Inspector. The Superintendent of Police, Karnataka
Lokayukta, VDharwad, had forwarded the report to the
ADGP. The Superintendent of Police-5, Karnataka

Lokayukta, Bengaluru, who is in-charge of this matter,
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after going through the report, had approved the same and
forwarded to the ADGP. The ADGP by means of his order
dated 23-09-2019, approved the same.

9. It'is useful to extract the report, which reads as here
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3. As it can be seen from the report extracted above,
there has been serious irregularities in the matter of
allotment of sites by the Harogeri Grama Panchayat on
account of the alleged misconduct committed by the
President, Secretary, Panchayath Development Officer and
other members of the Harogeri Grama Panchayat. The
report, prima-facie shows that, the members of the same
family, though they were not eligible for the allotment of
sites, were allotted the sites more than once. The report

prima-facie points out the following irregularities:

a) Members of the same family were allotted
the sites more than once though they were
not eligible;

b) In respect of the applications for allotment
ol site, necessary certificates like|income
certificate, residential certificat and
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several other requirements to consider the
application were not available at the time of
investigation;

c) Grama Sabha Proceedings were also not
available to show the decisions were taken
to allot the sites to the eligible persons;

d) Several other illegalities.

4. The report extracted above, as observed by me, shows
that several illegalities were committed by the President,
Secretary and Panchayath Development Officer of the
Harogeri Grama Panchayat. - It is needless to point out
that, while the sites were allotted under Basava Scheme
and Indira Awaz Yojane/Scheme, to the home less persons,
the Panchayat should satisfy the guidelines laid down. The
President, Secretary, Panchayath Development Officer and
Members of the Grama Panchayat have an obligation to
verify the eligibility of each of the Applicants and consider
the application objectively on merits and allot the sites. It
is needless to point out that any illegal allotment of a site
would result in deprivation of the same site to another
genuine person/applicant. Therefore, while allotting the
sites the persons in-charge of verification of the application
and allotment to be made are required to consider the
same objectively keeping in mind the requirements laid
down for allotment of site. The report submitted, prima-
facie, shows that the sites have been indiscriminately
allotted to the persons who are not eligible. Therefore, I am
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of view, the report submitted by the Karnataka Lokayukta

Police, Gadag, extracted above, can be considered as
source material for me to initiate suo-moto proceedings
against the concerned for further investigation.
Accordingly, in' exercise of the powers conferred on me
under Sections 7(1)(b) and 9(3)(a) of the Karnataka
Lokayukta Act, 1984, [ hereby institute suo-moto

proceedings and the office is directed to register the suo-

moto proceedings.

5. For the purpose for enquiry to be held, I am of the
view, that it is necessary to implead and direct notice to

the following officers:

1} The Chief Executive Officer
Zilla Panchayat,
Gadag, Gadag District;

2) The Executive Officer,
Taluk Panchayat,
Mundargi Taluk,
Gadag District;

3) The President,
Harogeri Grama Panchayat,
Mundargi Taluk,
Gadag District;

4)  The Secretary,
Harogeri Grama Panchayat,
Mundargi Taluk,
Gadag District;

5) The Panchayath Development
Officer, Harogeri Grama
Panchayat, Mundargi Taluk,

Gadag District.
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6. Having regard to the facts and circumstances of the ’
case and in exercise of the powers conferrerd on me under
Section 15(3) of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984, I am
of the view, that it would be in the interest of justice to
direct the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayat, Gadag,
to conduct an investigation with regard to the report
submitted by the Karnataka Lokayukta Police extracted
above and also with regard to the allotment of sites made
by Harogeri Grama Panchayat in Tambragundi village.
Though the report of the Police indicates the illegalities in
allotment of sites from 2001-02 to 2017-18, having regard
to the lapse of time, more particularly the grievance of the
Complainant relates to 2010-11 onwards, I am of the view,
that it would be in the interest of justice to conduct
investigation from 2010-11 to 2017-18. From the report of
the Investigating Officer i.e., Police Inspector, Karnataka
Lokayukta, Gadag, it is noticed that during the period
irregularities alleged to have been committed, during the
above period i.e., 2010-11 to 2017-18, the following officers

in various positions of the Grama Panchayat were involved:

Details of Executive Officers, Taluk Panchayat, Mundargi
Taluk, from 2010-11 to 2017-18

I\STi).. Name Period
1 | Sri. L.P.Chalavadi 24-09-2009 to 22-07-2010
2 1 8ri. G.P.Shivakumar 22-07-2010 to 02-09-2010
3 | Sri. B.L.Eshwar 02-09-2010 to 17-05-2011
4 | Sri. G.P.Shivakumar 17-05-2011 to 27-05-2011
5 | Sri. S.V.Thigarimath 27-05-2011 to 05-12-2011
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6 | Sri. A.V.Patil 05-12-2011 to 26-12-2011
7 | Sri. S. Prabhakar 26-12-2011 to 14-06-2012
8 | Sri. S.V.Thigarimath 14-06-2012 to 06-06-2013
9 | Sri. K.B.Ganjihal "07-06-2013 t017-07-2013
10 | Sri. D. Mohan 18-07-2013 to 07-10-2016
11 | Sri. M.D.Thogunasi 07-10-2016 to 26-12-2016
12 | Sri. C.R.Mundaragi ' 26-12-2016 to 11-09-2017
13 | Sri. R.Y.Gurikar 11-09-2017 to 15-12-2017
14 | Sri. C.R.Mundaragi 15-12-2017 to 01-09-2018
15 | Sri. 8.S.Kalmani 01-09-2018 to till date

Details of Secretary/Panchayath Development Officers,
Harogeri Grama Panchayat, Mundaragi Taluk,
from 2010-11 to 2017-18

S1 Name Period
No.

1 | Sri. G.B.Kilabanavar 01-07-2010 to 09-07-2010
2. | Sri. B.S.Sovenahalli 06-09-2010 to 18-04-2011
3. | Sri. S.L.Nagaraj 18-04-2011 to 06-07-2011
4, | Sri. V.G.Patil 07-07-2011 to 01-12-2011
5. | Sri. S.K.Baligar 12-12-2011 to 29-02-2012
6. | Sri. V.G.Patil 01-03-2012 to 15-06-2012
7. | Sri. S.K.Baligar 15-06-2012 to 06-07-2012
8. | Sri. M. H.Konchigeri 06-07-2012 to 30-11-2012
9. | Sri. Y.S.Talavar 04-12-2012 to 02-01-2013
10. | Sri. S.L.Nagara]j 03-01-2013 to 17-08-2013
1%. | Sri. S.M.Hombala 19-08-2013 to 09-04-2014
12. | Sri. Rudrappa Bavi 02-04-2014 to 13-006-2014
13. | Sri. S.M.Hombala 17-06-2014 to 06-10-2015
14. | Sri. Hussainfir Katharaki | 06-10-2015 to 30-03-2016
15 | Sri. Y.H.Kalligudi 01-04-2016 to 30-11-2017
16. | Sri. S.I.Nadaf 01-12-2017 to till date
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Details of Presidents of Harogeri Grama Panchayat,
Mundaragi Taluk, from 2010-11 to 2017-18

Sl Name Period
No.
1. | Smt. Subhadravva, 2010-11
W /o Thirakappa Vaddatti
2. | Smt. Bhuvaneshwari, 2016-17
W /o Vinayaka '
Kalkutagara

The details of Presidents during remaining periods were
not provided by the enquiry officer and may be ascertained

from Executive Officer of Mundaragi Taluk Panchayath.

7. Hence, the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayat,
Gadag, is directed to get' an investigation/enquiry
conducted and submit the report, within a period of three
months from today and he/she is also directed to take
such other steps for cancellation of illegal aliotment of the
sites, if need be, if any made, and also for prosecution of
the persons, who are responsible for such illegal allotment.
Accordingly, the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayat,
Gadag, is given ‘three months time to comply with the

directions given above.

8. However, it is made. clear that the Chief Executive

Officer, Zilla Panchayat, Gadag, . is entitled to take an

independent decision in the matter on the basis of the

outcome of the investigation/ encjuiry, he/she may institute

in the light of the order made above. The report of the

Karnataka Lokayukta Police, Gadag, is only the basis for
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direction to the Chief Eﬁcecﬁitivéb Officer, Zilla Panchayat,

| Gadag, toiristitute the investigation /enquiry.

9. ~.Communicate this order along. with copy of report of

the Police IHSpeétor, Karnataka Lokayukta, Gadag, as

observed- above, to all the officers, to whom notice is

.. directed to be‘issued, forthwith.,

AB®

Cmﬁ)]:tﬂ

- 10. After retaining the xerox copy of the report of the

Police Inépecﬁor, Karnataka Lokayukta, Gadag, the original
proceedings  along with the annexures may be forwarded
only to the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayat, Gadag,

for taking approprlate action.

~ List this case on 16-04-2020 for consideration gf the

Lokayukta,
Karnataka State. .

report. | /f
| - %usm l[-“ V1shwanatha ShettY), kS\\\ U '(,0(07

11)
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No.Compt/Lok/BGM/3459/2019 Sr.APP-1

13) This is a SUO MOTO complaint against the
respondent’s 1 to 5 on the basis of Pseudonymous
petition and the report given by ADGP KLA after
investigating the Pseudonymous petition. Respondent 2
and 5 have filed their comments stating that during their
period no illegalities committed in the allotment of sites /
houses. Comments not yet received from respondents
1,3 and 4. The report from Chief Executive Officer Zilla
Panchayath Gadag is also hot received.

14) If approved reminder will be issued to the Chief
- Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayath, Gadag to submit the
report called for as per the order of the Hon’ble
Lokayukta dated 19-12-2019 and reminder will be issued
to R1, 3 and 4 to submit their commentsm

|/C Sr.APP-1

Submitted for Kind Orders,
15)Hon’ble Lokayukta,
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