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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA : BENGALURU

No: 4 Date: 10-08-2018

ORDER.

The news item published in Kannada daily ‘Prajavani’

dated 10-08-2018 under the heading/title “we ona DO T
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Anaru Government Higher Primary School located in
Patrame Village of Belthangady Taluk in Dakshina
Kannada District, is in a very bad shape making it totally
unsuitable for imparting education to the children of the
village. The high-lights of the paper publication is that one
building has already collapsed and another building is in
the stage of collapse and the classes are being held in the
room meant for storing the food items. It is useful to
extract the relevant portion of the publication, which reads
as hereunder:
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2. The news item extracted above also shows the picture
of the school building which has already collapsed and
which is in the stage of collapse and also that the students
are being taught in a Store Room, etc. The news item
extracted above, depicts the casual way in which the
Department of Education, who are endowed with the duties
and responsibilities of providing quality education to the
students, in a comfortable building which do not expose
the students for any hazard on account of the bad
condition of the building and endanger their life and liberty
who attend the school. If the facts set out in the news item
is correct, it is a matter of serious concern and depicts the
indifference of everyone who are required to provide quality
education to the young children. They have totally failed in
their duty in looking into the condition of the building at

Anaru Government Higher Primary School of Patrame

Page 3 of 8 \J\j\fﬂ"—'——— —



Village in Belthangady Taluk of Dakshina Kannada

District.

3. Article 21-A of the Constitution of India guarantees

the right to free and compulsory education to all children

of the age of six to fourteen years. The State Government

has introduced several schemes for the benefit of providing
quality education to the young children. However, it
appears to me that the officers concerned of Belthangady
Taluk and Dakshina Kannada District had failed in their

duty. The matter requires to be viewed seriously.

4. 1t is needless to point out that providing quality
education means, providing a suitable and good building
which is safe and with all the facilities that are required to
be provided to the students and attract the students to the

school to secure education.

5. In the light of what is stated above, I am of the view,
that it is in the interest of public, that the news item

published can be treated as source material to exercise the
e
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power conferred on me under Sections 7(1)(b) and
9(3)(a) & (b) of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984 to
institute suo-motu proceedings. Accordingly suo-moto
action is initiated. The office is directed to register suo-

moto proceedings.

6. For the purpose of taking immediate remedial
measures and holding the officers/ officials responsible for
the dereliction of duty in not taking prompt action to take
effective measures for the repair/construction of the
building, to provide quality education to the students,
which has been in existence for last more than six decades,
the notices are required to be issued to the

officers/officials, mentioned herein below:

1. The Principal Secretary to Government,
Education Department (Primary and
Secondary Education), M.S.Building,
Bengaluru - 560 001;

2. The Deputy Commissioner,
Mangaluru, Dakshina Kannada District;

3. The Chief Executive Officer,
Zilla Panchayat, Dakshina Kannada

District;
AN
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4. The Commissioner for Public
Instructions, Nrupathunga Road,
K.R.Circle, Bengaluru — 560 001;

5. The Deputy Director of Public
Instructions, Mangaluru, Dakshina
Kannada District;

6. The Block Education Officer,
Belthangady Taluk, Mangaluru,
Dakshina Kannada District.

7 In the light of the news item published, referred to
above, high-lighting the very sad state of affairs, in so far
as said Anaru Government Higher Primary School building
is concerned, it is desirable to direct the Respondents i.e.,
the Deputy Commissioner, Dakshina Kannada District
and the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayat,
Dakshina Kannada District to get a survey of all the
conditions of the school buildings of the government
schools in Dakshina Kannada District and submit a
report within a period of three months from the date of
receipt of this notice. The report should contain the
name, details of the each school, the number of students in
each school and in each class, number of teachers in the

school, the condition of the building, the work required to
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be carried out to make the condition of the school building

safe,

8.  Further, since the condition of Anaru Government
High Primary School building requires immediate
reconstruction/repair, in exercise of the power conferred
on me under Section 12(1) of the Karnataka Lokayukta
Act, 1984, the Respondents are directed to take immediate
remedial measures for re-construction/repair of the said
school building or to make suitable alternative
accommodation, till the new building is constructed or

repairs to the building is carried out.

9. The Deputy Commissioner, Dakshina Kannada
District and the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayat,
Dakshina Kannada District are directed to send the report
with regard to the existing condition of the building and
the steps they have taken to construct the new building or
carry out the repair of the existing building, etc., and also
the steps taken by them to protect the interest of the

children to give a quality education immediately by
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providing suitable alternative building, etc. Such report

shall be submitted within eight weeks from today.

10. In the mean while, the Superintendent of Police,
Karnataka Lokayukta, Mangaluru, Dakshina Kannada
District shall get Anaru Government Higher Primary School
premises inspected by Lokayukta Police and submit a
report along with the photographs within two weeks from

today.

11. Communicate this order to the Respondents referred
to above and also to the Superintendent of Police,
Karnataka Lokayukta, Mangaluruy, Dakshina Kannada

District, along with the copy of the paper publication.

List this case on 11-10-2018.

\\ ¢ L \\ &\ﬁ@ ﬂ%@m%
(Justic QI shwanatha Shetty),

Lokayukta, \O\Y ld\g '

Karnataka State.
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