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Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK
NUMBER : /BCD/3435/2023

District :  Bengaluru (U)

BY:
1. Suo Moto

As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta, Dated:

08/06/2023.

COMPLAINANT/S

AGAINST :
1. Joint Commissioner

Bruhath Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike,
Bommanahalli Sub-division, Bengaluru.

2. Executive Engineer

Solid Waste Management-4, Bruhath Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, Bengaluru.

3. Assistant Executive Engineer

Solid Waste Management-4, Bruhath Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, Bengaluru.

4. Assistant Engineer

Solid Waste Management-4, Bruhath Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, Bengaluru.

5. Enviornmental Officer

Karnataka Pollution Control Board,
Mahadevapura Zone, Bengaluru.

6. Senior Labour Inspector
Vittasandra, Beguru ward, Bengaluru.
7. Junior Health Inspector

Beguru ward, Bengaluru.

RESPONDENT/S
Allegation/Grievance -
Brief : Dereliction of duty.
Received From : Suo Moto (Upalok-2 sectio

Received On :

Complaint stands
allotted to :

09-06-2023
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Karnataka Lokavukta, Bengaluru
No: gep[ 2435/ 2027 Dated 08/06/2023
ORDER

In ‘Vijaya Karantaka daily newspaper dated 08/06/2023 a

news item with the Heading ‘¢ ®3m 33 Qon@mny ©@o®3 ' has been

published. Instead of repeating the news item, it is useful extract

the same, which reads as hereunder;
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2. The News Item extracted above indicates that foul smell
emanating from Vittasandra, Bengaluru—Basavanapura main road,
near NICE bridge land filling Unit of BBMP is not only causing
health hazard, but also causing inconvenience to the residents of
that area. The news item further indicates the pathetic condition of
the labours engaged in the work of Solid Waste Management in the
site as they are living there in the small tents erected in the centre
of Solid waste area. The news item also indicates that the
contractors taken contract for Solid Waste Management from BBMP
are dumping Solid Waste in the said area only for the purpose of
separation of plastic. After separating the plastic, remaining
garbage /waste will be dumped into nearby Lakes and Storm water
drains. There is huge income from the sale of plastic and as such
the contractors joined hands with Plastic Storage Mafia. The
labours’ working in the areas hails from different States and is not

in a position to give answers to the aggrieved persons.

3. In Rural Litigation and Entitlement Kendra Vs. State (AIR 1988 SC
2187), the Hon’ble Supreme Court has held that the right to live in
a healthy environment is part of Article-21 of Constitution of India.
Further in M.C.Mehta Vs. Government of India (AIR 1987 SC 1086),
the Hon’ble Supreme Court treated the right to live in a pollution
free environment as a part of fundamental right to life under
Article-21 of the Constitution of India.
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4. Tt is relevant to mention that the land filling Unit is being
maintained by BBMP. As such it is the duty and obligation of
BBMP to take all necessary steps to prevent the inconvenience 18,
being caused to the residents of that area on account of
Environment Pollution. However as could be seen from the news
item extracted above, on account of failure on the part of concerned
officers /officials of BBMP, the residents are facing inconvenience
and likewise the labours deployed for Waste Management in the
land are in pathetic condition, which amounts not only dereliction
of duty, but also amounts to mal-administration within the
meaning Section 2(1) of Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984. The
Pollution Control Board is also entrusted with the responsibility of
preventing the Environmental Pollution. But prima-facie it has also

not taken action against the concerned.

5. Further the Lokayukta/Upalokayukta are also endowed with the
responsibility of redressing the grievance of the members of the
Public/aggrieved, whenever such grievances are brought to their
knowledge before them either by means of complaint or by suo-

moto.

6. Therefore, I am of the view that it is desirable to consider the
news item published in Vijaya Karnataka’ as source material to
exercise the power conferred on me under Section 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of
the K.L. Act. Accordingly, I exercise my suo-moto power and the

office is directed to register this proceeding as suo-moto

b

proceedings.




7. With a view to examine the issues raised in the News item
referred to above, I am of the view, that it is necessary to implead
the officers mentioned herein below as parties, respondents to this
proceeding and issue notice to them and call for Comments/Report

from them;

1. Joint Commissioner, BBMP, Bommanahalli sub division,

Bengaluru.

2. Executive Engineer, Solid Waste Management-4, BBMP,

Bengaluru.

3. Assistant Executive Engineer, Solid Waste Management-4,
BBMP, Bengaluru.

4. Assistant Engineer, Solid Waste Management-4, BBMP,

Bengaluru.

5. The Environmental Officer, Karnataka Pollution Control

Board, Mahadevapura zone, Bengaluru.

6. Senior Labour Inspector, Vittasandra, Beguru ward,

Bengaluru.

7. Junior Health Inspector, Beguru ward, Bengaluru.

8. The Respondent No.1, 2 & 5 are directed to submit their Report
and Respondents No. 3, 4 & 6 to submit their Comments to me
(Upa-Lokayukta-2) within 4 weeks from today on the issues referred

to in the news item extracted above and various issues referred to

N\ -

above in my order.
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9. Communicate the copy of this order along with the copy of the
paper publication to the Respondents to enable them to submit

their Comments/Report.

10. Communicate the copy of this Order to the Hon’ble Minister for
Urban Development Department, Forest, Ecology and Environment

Department, Government of Karnataka for their information.

List this matter on J‘f J @'T 2>

Aot Vo
ice K.N.Phaneendra)

Upalokayukta-2,
State of Karnataka.
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