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Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK/BD
NUMBER : /3119/2023
District : Chitradurga UPLOK-2

BY:
1. Suo Moto
As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta, Dated:
24/05/2023.
Mobile/Landline:
COMPLAINANTY/S

AGAINST :

1. District Health Officer
Chitradurga District, Chitradurga. ,
2. Chief Mediecal Officer

 Government Hospital, Challakere, Chitradurga

District.
2. Dr.Shama Parvin

Gynecologist, Challakere Government Hospital,
Chitradurga District.
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

No: Compt/Uplok/GLB/2022 Date: 24/05/2023

ORDER

L. In ‘Samyukta Karnataka’ dated 23/05/2023, a news
item with the heading “sn d@End, For SRR Wwerd &,3,”

has been published. Instead of repeating the news item, it is

useful to extract the same, which reads as hereunder:
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2. The news item extracted above indicates that
Dr.Shama Parvin, Gynecologist, Challakere Government
Hospital has failed to admit and to attend Smt.Suma Rani,
when she complained about her delivery pain. Further the
Doctor demanded an amount of Rs.38,000/- from this
patient and no steps have been taken by this doctor and

also by the concerned District Health Authority.

3) This is @ serious matter on which the concerned

authorities who are entrusted with the responsibility of




supervising the hospital including the doctors who can give
timely treatment to the patients must be present in the

hospital not in the private nursing home.

4) It is necessary to point out, the Indian Judiciary enlarge
the ambit of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. Now the
Article 21 not only conferred right to life, but also extends to
the health of the public by including the right to health as a
fundamental right in the case of Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union
of India & Ors. (1997) 10 SCC 549. In this case the Court
interpreted the right to health under Articles 21 which
guarantees the right to life.

5) And also Hon’ble Supreme Court in the Case of Paschim
Banga Khet Mazdoor Samity & Others V/s State of West
Bengal and Another reported in (1996) 4 SCC 37 which

reads as hereunder;

“9, The Constitution envisages the establishment of a
welfare State at the federal level as well as the State
level. In a welfare State the primary duty of the
Government is to secure the welfare of the people.
Providing adequate medical facilities for the
people is an essential part of the obligations
undertaken by the Government in a welfare

State. The Government discharges this obligation




by running hospitals and health centers which
provide medical care to the person seeking to
avail of those facilities. Article 21 imposes an
obligation on the state to safeguard the right to
life of every person. Preservation of human life is
thus of paramount importance. The government
hospitals run by the State and the medical officers
employed therein are duty-bound to extend medical
assistance for preserving human life. Failure on the
part of a government hospital to provide timely medical
treatment to a person in need of such treatment results

in violation of his right to life guaranteed under Article

6) It is the primary responsibility of the Government to
provide the medical facility. Preserving the lives of people is
paramount importance. Further it is needless to mention
that the Government Hospitals are established with a view
to provide effective and purposeful health care to the poorer
section of the Society, who cannot afford to approach private
hospitals. So any dereliction of duty on the part of the
Doctors, Officers who are entrusted with the responsibility of
providing effective and quality health care in the hospital,
would not only result in denial of right to life and liberty

guaranteed under Article 21 of Constitution of India, but




also amounts to maladministration within the meaning of

Section 2(10) of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984.

7) The object of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act 1984
(hereinafter referred to as ‘K.L. Act’) is to redress the
grievance of the public as a consequence of mal-
administration and also to prevent mal-administration in
the State Administration. The negligence on the part of the
concerned authorities vf_rho are entrusted with the
responsibility of providing effective and good health care in
the hospital, in my considered view falls within the meaning
of ‘mal-administration’ under Sec. 2(10) of the K.L. Act and

also prevent the cancerous decease of corruption.

8. Therefore, I am of the view that it is desirable to
consider the news item published in ‘Samyukta Karnataka”
as source material to exercise the power conferred on me
under Sec. 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of the K.L. Act. Accordingly, I
exercise my suo-motu power and the office is directed to
register this proceedings as suo-motu proceeding.

9. With a view to examine the issues raised in the news

item referred to above, I am of the view, that it is necessary




o

to implead the (1) District Health Officer, Chitradurga
District, Chitradurga (2) Chief Medical Officer, Government
Hospital, Challakere and (3)Dr.Shama Parvin, Gynecologist,
Challakere Government Hospital to this proceeding.

10. In view of the serious nature of the matter, the same is
required to be attended expeditiously, So, before issuing
notice to the above mentioned Officers in order to ascertain
the truth/ actual facts, it, is necessary to investigate this
matter from Superintendent of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta,

Chitradurga.

t1. I hereby direct the Superintendent of Police,
Karnataka Lokayukta, Chitradurga to conduct investigation
expeditiously on the above mentioned news item and to

submit the report.
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