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Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK
NUMBER : /BD/3133/2023

District : Bengaluru (R)

BY :
1. Suo Moto

As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta-2,
Dated: 26/05/2023.

COMPLAINANT/S

AGAINST :

1. Chief Officer

Town Municipal Council, Vijayapura,
Shivaganesha Circle, Devanahalli Road,

Vijayapura, Bengaluru Rural District.
562135

2. Inspector of Police
Vijayapura Police Station, Vijayapura, Bengaluru

Rural District.
RESPONDENT/S

Allegation/Grievance ey
Brief : Dereliction of duty.
Received From : Suo Moto
Received On : 26-05-2023 &y \ >
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No:

Karnataka’) daily newspaper on Wednesday 24th May
2023 in page no.09 with a heading Teaxam&s s@meR=e

FROCHT> DPe e’ (herein after referred as news item).

KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

Date: 26.05.2023

ORDER

An article is published in ‘Fooixd szered’ (‘Samyukta

The news item is extracted here under: -
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2. The news item extracted above relates to Vijayapur
town wherein it is complained that the population of
vehicles has increased. A total of six points have been

raised in the said news item which are as below:-

i) There is a heavy flow of traffic from ShivaGanesh
Circle to Channarayapattana Circle due to which
the pedestrians are facing inconvenience to cross
the road.

i) The customers of the street vendors in front of old
Town Municipal Council, park their vehicles for
the purpose of purchase of fruits and vegetables
which is causing inconvenience to the other
vehicles and pedestrians.

iiiy Even though bus stand is available to park the
buses, the same are not parked in the prescribed
area and are parked as per their whims and
fancies causing inconvenience to the riders of two
wheelers.

iv) Similarly the riders of two wheelers also park their
vehicles as per their whims and fancies causing
inconvenience to the public.

v) The road leading from Town Municipal Council to
Gandhi Chowk is narrow road which is causing
traffic problems.

vi) Vehicles like two wheelers, four wheelers and other
vehicles are parked near Gandhi Chowk which is
also causing inconvenience to the general public.
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3. Further, it is also stated that the weekly market
place is vacant on all other days of the week except the
day on which the market is open due to which the said
market place has become a place of hangout to the anti
social elements, therefore the said place can be used as

an alternative to reduce traffic.

4. From the above news item, it can be ascertained
that due to lack of measures taken by the town
municipal council as well as the traffic police department
of Vijayapur town much inconvenience is caused to the
public in the said place. In my considered opinion it is
the right of every person residing within the jurisdiction
of the town municipal council to have proper roads,
footpaths, pedestrians crossing etc. As per Article 21 of
Constitution of India, every person has a right to life and
liberty. The right not only means to live with liberty, but
also to lead a quality life with safety and free movement.
It also creates obligation on the State to maintain the
road, keep a check on traffic and make sure that the

public are given their rights.

5. In this connection, it is useful to extract the
observation made by the Division Bench of Hon’ble High
Court of Judicature at Bombay in the case of High Court
on its own Motion, High Court of Judicature at Bombay
V/s State of Maharashtra and others in Suo Motu Public
Interest Litigation No. 71/2013 dated 20%:May 2015,
where at paragraph No. 9 it is held that:- f
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" As pointed out earlier, by the Judgment and order
dated 31.08.2006 this court has already held that the
right to have roads in reasonable condition is a part of
the fundamental right guaranteed under Article 21 of
the Constitution of India. Thus, the Division Bench has
placed the right of citizens to have pot-hole free roads in
reasonable condition on the highest pedestal of
fundamental rights under Article 21 of the Constitution
of India. Existence of such ﬁmdamentdl right creates
corresponding obligation in all the authorities which are
"State" within the meaning of Article 12 of the
Constitution of India. For the infringement of the
fundamental right guaranteed under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India, a citizen can demand
compensation apart from seeking the enforcement of the
right. Moreover, a citizen has a right to make grievance
regarding the violation of such right and get the

grievances redressed”

6. In my considered view, the principle laid down in
the above judgment would cast an obligation on the
authority of the state and persuades me to take note of
the above news. The town municipal council is under an
obligation to maintain the roads in scientific manner and
the police department (traffic) is under obligation to

maintain a smooth move of traffic all along the city.

7. Therefore, if, what has appeared in the news item is
true, it indicates the inaction/failure on the part of the
concerned authorities of the state. Therefore, in my view,
the issues raised in news item and the observations
made by me above, requires immediate attention of the
Authorities of the State i.e., Town Municipal Council and

Police Inspector of Vijayapura town.
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8. The Karnataka Lokayukta Act casts an obligation on
the Lokayukta/Upalokayukta under Section 12(1) for
redressal of the grievance of the public and Section 2(10)
casts an obligation on the Lokayukta/ Upalokayukta to

prevent the maladministration by the public authorities.

9. In the light of what is stated above, I am of the view

the news item published in ‘Foodns smerw?’ can be treated

as source material for me to exercise my Suo Motu power
under section 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of the Karnataka
Lokayukta Act, 1984. Accordingly, I exercise my powers
and initiate Suo Motu proceedings. The office is directed

to register this proceeding as Suo Motu proceedings.

10. For the purpose of redressal of the grievance and to
examine as to whether there is any inaction or mal-
administration on the part of the concerned authorities of
the state and for the proper redressal of the grievance in
question, it is just and necessary to implead the officers
mentioned here in below to this proceeding and issue
notice to them. Accordingly, the officers mentioned herein

below are directed to be treated as Respondents.

1. Chief Officer,

Town Municipal Council,

Vijayapura,

Shivaganesha Circle, Devanahalli Road,
Vijayapura, |

Bengaluru Rural District-562 135.




2. Inspector of Police,
Vijayapura Police Station, Vijayapura,
Bengaluru Rural District — 562 135.

11. The Respondents are directed to take all immediate
necessary steps to redress the grievance if any as alleged
and submit their comments and action taken report to
me (Upa-Lokayukta-2) within 4 weeks from today on the
issues referred to in the news item extracted above as

well as various issues referred to above in my order.

12. Communicate the copy of this order to the
respondents referred to above along with copy of the

news item published in ‘Zoodwg szeres’ news paper. Also

send a copy of this order to Deputy Commissioner,
Bengaluru Rural District and Superintendent of Police,
Bengaluru Rural District to supervise the directions

issued to respondents and report.

List this matter on 28.06.2023.

.N. Phaneendra)
Upalokayukta-2,
Karnataka State.

13. ARLO-4 (Complaints Section)
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