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Karnataka Lokayukta

(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK/BD

NUMBER : /3340/2023

District : Kolar UPLOK-2
BY:
1. Suo Moto
As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta-2, Date.
05/06/2023.
Mobile/Landline:

COMPLAINANT/S

AGAINST :

1. Deputy Tahasildar

Narasapura Nada Kacheri, Kolar, Taluk and
District.

2. Computer Operator

Narasapura Nada Kacheri, Kolar Taluk and
District.

3. Tahasildar

Kolar Taluk, Kolar District.

4. ARTO

Regional Transport Office, Kolar.

RESPONDENT/S
All_eg_atwn!Grlevance Dereliction of duty.
Brief :
Received From : Suo Moto (Upalok-2 sectio
: n@qﬂ
Received On : 05-06-2023 p 05\
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA

No: Date: 05/06/2023

ORDER

I was shocked to know that the Deputy Tahsildar,
Narayanswamy and Computer Operator of Nada
Kacheri, Narasapura, Kolar Taluk have
indiscriminately issued bonafide agriculturalist
certificates to persons who are not agriculturists to
enable them to claim benefits available to farmers
while registration of agricultural tractors and trailers.
Thereby, causing loss of revenue to the transport

department and consequently to the State Exchequer.

2. News item published in ‘Vijayavani’ dated:
01/06/2023 states that, more than 342 tractors were
registered within 120 days in Kolar R.T.O. on the basis

of such bonafide certificates issued in favour of
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ineligible /non-agriculturalist persons on the basis of

lands held by some other farmers.

3. It 1is also reported that, such bonafide
agriculturist certificates obtained on the basis of
survey numbers maintained in the name of farmers
are produced and used jn _Bangalore Rural District
R.T.O.s and other 4-5 district R.T.O.s to register
tractors and trailers claiming exemption for the
registered owner from payment of road tax and
registration charges leviable on commercial vehicles.
As such, ineligible persons/ non-agriculturists have
availed benefits in the name of farmers by playing
fraud on the regional transport officers to evade
payment of road tax, cess and other charges to the

transport department.

4. In this context, an enquiry is also ordered against
the Deputy Tahsildar and Computer Operator of
Narsapura Nada Kacheri.
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5. It is said that, checklist on transaction was
operated by the Deputy Tahsildar, who is issued login
ID and password. In the instant case, the Computer
Operator was found to be using login ID and password

of the Deputy Tahsildar.

6. On examination of details of tractors and trailors
registered between January 2023 to 30t April 2023
342 tractors and trailers are registered before the
R.T.O. Kolar on an average of 3 tractors and trailers
per day. Details of registered owners, approval given
by the officer was also obtained and published in the

NEews paper.

7. There are also allegations of collusion against the
2nd Division Assistant and First Division Assistant who
are working as case workers at the office of the
Regional Transport Officer, Kolar who were aware of
the fact that the bonafide certificates were issued to

non-agriculturists. But, they have extended undue
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favours to tractor dealers and ineligible persons by
receiving bribe from the tractor trailer owners and also
receiving illegal gratification from non-agriculturists to
enable such persons to use tractors for commercial

purposes in violation of Motor Vehicles Act and Rules.

8. In this context, a criminal case is also said to
have been registered at Kolar town police station on 4t
April 2023 and records were sent to the office of the
Deputy Commissioner and during the course of
enquiry by the Tahsildar and Deputy Commissioner,
they have ascertained that the bogus Bonafide
Agriculturist certificates were issued in the name of

fake persons/non farmers which is a criminal act.

9. It is also mentioned that, bonafide agriculturist
certificates were collected in respect of lands owned by
original land owners and bonafide agriculturist
certificates were also generated in respect of
government kharab lands and each bonafide certificate
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was issued after collecting bribe by the officials of
Nada Kacheri and such certificates were used in RTO
office of Kolar, Chikkaballapur, Bangalore Rural and

Bangalore city.

10. On consideration of the said news item, it is
manifest that the revenue officials at Nada Kacheri,
Narsapura are mindlessly issuing bonafide certificates
without ascertaining the eligibility of the applicants
and such certificates were issued in respect of
numbers of lands held by other farmers. Thereby,
wrongfully enabling them to get transport vehicles,
tractors and trailers registered as non-transport
vehicles. These acts result in loss of road tax and
registration tax that is lawfully payable to the
transport department. Thereby, it results loss to the
State Exchequer. Regional Transport Officers are also

duty bound to ascertain the genuineness or otherwise
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of such certificates on the basis of distinct numbers

provided on the bonafide agriculturalist certificates.

11. Laxity, negligence and dereliction of duty on the

part of the Regional Transport Officers is apparent.

12. Under these circumstances, I deem it appropriate
to commence investigation into the allegations to
examine genuineness of bonafide agriculturalist

certificates issued so far by Nada Kacheri, Narsapura.

13. Under these circumstances, I propose to initiate
suo moto action against the concerned erring officers.
Acting under Sec.7(2) and 9(a) of Karnataka Lokayukta
Act, 1984, office is directed to register a suo moto
complaint against concerned persons and call for

comments from the respondents.
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14. The following officers may be impleaded as
respondents in this case for effective adjudication of

the complaint.

No. | Name and Designation of the officers

1. | Deputy Tahsildar,
Narsapura Nada Kacheri,
Kolar Taluk & District. -

2. | Computer Operator,
Narsapura Nada Kacheri,
Kolar Taluk & District.

3. | Tahsildar,
Kolar Taluk,
Kolar District.

4. | ARTO,
Regional Transport Office,
Kolar.

15. Call for comments from the res.pondents so as to
reach this office within 15 days from the date of receipt

of this order.

16. In the meanwhile, Superintendent of Police,

Karnataka Lokayukta, Kolar is directed to commence

b..
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1nvest1gat10n and submit a detailed report in this

regard within one month from the date of receipt of

this order.

List this matter after 2 weeks.

kel

N. Phaneendra)
Up alokayukta 2,
Karnataka State.

acz)
Complie o/ Yz /&
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