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Karnataka Lokayukta

(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK
NUMBER : /BD/3512/2023

District: ~ Chitradurga

BY :
1. Suo Moto

As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta-2,

Dated: 14/06/2023.

AGAINST :
1. Assistant Director
Office of the Assistant

COMPLAINANT/S

Director, District Youth

and Sports Organization(DYSO), Chitradurga.
2. Block Education Officer

Chitradurga.
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Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru

No: Dated 14/06/2023
ORDER

In ‘Samyukta Karnataka’ daily newspaper dated 13/06/2023
a news item with the Heading ‘ 20@3) amprne widdg QTONST B9

has been published. Instead of repeating the news item, it is useful

extract the same, which reads as‘hereunder;
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2. The News Item extracted above indicates that as tender process
relating to supply of food to the students staying in Sports
Residential School of Chitradurga since not completed, the School
has not been opened. Because of aforesaid reason 50 children even
after completion of summer holidays have not joined the School and
the same creates apprehension in the mind of the parents of the
Children. The news item further indicates that as per Rule tender
process should be concluded much prior to the date of opening of
School and there is a provision for temporary tender process. But
without thinking about the future of the School children and the
available alternative remedy, the concerned authority has not paid
attention to the issue. Besides the news item indicates that the

negligence on the part of officials of Directorate of Youth




Empowerment and Sports is the reason for the sufferings of

children.

3. It is relevant to point out that it is an obligation, duty and
responsibility of the authorities who are entrusted with the
responsibility of maintaining Sports Residential School to take care
of tender process. In this context, it is appropriate to mention
about the observations made by Hon’ble Supreme Court in the Case

of Ashok Kumar Takur Vs. Union of India (2008) 6 SCC 1 which

#

reads as hereunder;

369, s Free and compulsory education is now a
fundamental right under Article 21A. The State is duty bound to
implement this Article on a priority basis. There has been grave
laxity in its implementation. This laxity adversely affects almost
every walk of life. In my opinion, nothing is more important for
the Union of India than to implement this critical Article.

420. Under Article 214, it is a mandatory obligation of the State
to provide free and compulsory education to all children aged six
to fourteen. In order to achieve this constitutional mandate,
the State has to place much greater emphasis on allocating
more funds for primary and secondary education. There is no
corresponding constitutional right to higher education. The
entire Nation's progress virtually depends upon the proper
and effective implementation of Article 21A.

431. Undoubtedly, the Government has allocated more funds of
late for education, but we need to have far more allocation of
funds and much greater emphasis on free and compulsory
education. Anything less would flout Article 21A's mandate

432. In a country where only 18% of those in the relevant age
group make it to higher education, this is incredible. See NSSO
1999-2000. It is not suggested that higher education needs to be
neglected or that higher education should not receive more
funds, but there has to be much greater emphasis on the
primary education. Our priorities have to be changed. Nothing is
really more important than to ensure total compliance with
Article 21A. How can a sizeable portion of the population be
precluded from realizing the benefits of development when
almost everyone acknowledges that the children are our future?




434. Mr. P.P. Rao, learned Senior Advocate, rightly submitted
that when you lack a school building, teachers, books and proper
facilities, your schooling might be "free" but it is not an
‘education" in any proper sense. Adequate number of schools
must be established with proper infrastructure without further
delay. In order to achieve the constitutional goal of free and
compulsory education, we have to appreciate the reality on the
ground. A sizeable section of the country is still so poor that
many parents are compelled to send their children to work. The
State must carve out innovative policies to ensure that parents
send their children to school........

435. In addition to free education and/or other financial
assistance, they should also be given books, uniforms and
any other necessary benefits so that the object of Article
21A is achieved. Time and again, this Court, in a number of
judgments, has observed that the State cannot avoid its
constitutional obligation on the ground of financial
inabilities.
4. The Hon’ble Supreme Court in Ashok Kumar Takur’s case
referred to above has observed that the State cannot avoid its
constitutional obligation on the ground of financial inabilities or on

any other grounds.

S. It is well known that only the children of poorer and weaker
section of the Society are going to the Government Institutions.
Therefore, the concerned authorities are required to provide
adequate infrastructure to the Government School and discharge
their constitutional obligation. If the children who are the future of
this country are allowed to stay in the home for lack of food facility
in Government Residential School will not only mar the future of

children but also affects the interest of their parents.

6. Based on the news item published in Samyukta Karnataka daily
newspaper, I am suggested that the Children who are studying in

the said School are facing injustice and undue hardship on account
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of the failure of the concerned authorities in not completing the
tender process pertaining to supply of food to the children.
Thereby, there is violation of fundamental right to Education

guaranteed Article-21A of the Constitution of India.

7. Therefore, the authorities who are entrusted with the
responsibility of completing the tender process are making
alternative arrangements to the Residential School for supply of
food to the students are required to take immediate steps for

redressing the grievance of the Children of the said School.

8. The Lokayukta/Upalokayukta are also endowed with the
responsibility of redressing the grievance of the members of the
Public/aggrieved, whenever such grievances are brought to their
knowledge before them either by means of complaint or by suo-

moto.

9. Therefore, I am of the view that it is desirable to consider the
news item published in ‘Samyukta Karnataka’ as source material to
exercise the power conferred on me under Section 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of
the K.L. Act. Accordingly, 1 exercise my suo-moto power and the
office is directed to register this proceeding as suo-moto

proceedings.

10. With a view to examine the issues raised in the News item
referred to above, 1 am of the view, that it is necessary to implead

the officers mentioned herein below as Respondents to this
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proceeding and issue notice to him and call for Comments/Report

from them;

1. Assistant Director, Office of Assistant Director,
District Youth and Sports Organization (DYSO),
Chitradurga.

2. Block Education Officer, Chitradurga.

11. The Respondents are directed to submit their comments to me
(Upa-Lokayukta-2) within 4 weeks from today on the issues referred
to in the news item extracted above and various issues referred to

above in my order.

12. Communicate the copy of this order along with the copy of the
paper publication to the Respondents to enable them to submit

their Comments.

13. Communicate the copy of this Order to the Hon’ble Minister for
Youth Empowerment and Sports Department, Government of

Karnataka for his information, and appropriate action.
List this matter on 27/07 [2023.

)Y\W \W\\n\?

stice -N.Phaneendra)
Upalokayukta-2,
State of Karnataka.







