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Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK
NUMBER : /BD/3682/2023

District : Tumakuru
BY :
1. Suo Moto
As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta, Dated:
26/06/2023.
COMPLAINANT/S
AGAINST :

1. Executive Officer

Taluk Panchayath, Kunigal Taluk, Tumakuru
District. :

2. Assistant Engineer

PRED Sub-Division, Tumkuru.

3. Panchayath Development Officer
Santemavatturu Gram Panchayath, Kunigal Taluk,

Tumakuru District.
4. Secretary
Santemavatturu Gram Panchayath, Kunigal Taluk,
Tumakuru District.
RESPONDENT/S
Allegation/Grievance s
Brief : Dereliction of duty.
Received From : Suo Moto (Upalok-2 sectio
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Karnataka Lokavukta

Dated: 22/06/2023.
ORDER
1. ‘Sakshath Suddi’ daily news paper dated 20/06/2023 has published a

news item with the title ‘sostrmd @m@Ed: S8ee TeabEpwd o8 oSS de.
mochsadeery highlighting the present status of Government Primary schools

which were already closed during 2016 of Hosuru Village, Kunigal Taluk
belonging to the jurisdiction of Santemavatturu Gram Panchayath, Kunigal

Taluk, Tumkur District.

2. The extract of the said news item, which reads as under;
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3. From the aforesaid news item, it reveals that inspite of closing of the
Government Primary School at Hosuru Village during 2016, MGNREGA
funds have been misappropriated by the Grama Panchayath officials and
concerned Engineers on the pretext of improvement of park in the closed

school premises. The news item also reveals that there was manipulation of

bills in respect other works by the Santemavatturu Grama Panchayath.

4,  To carry .out the works under MGNREGA scheme as per the guidelines
Estimation, Work Order, Form No.6 (request of the Job card Holders), Form
No.8 (date fixed for job), Form No.9 (public notice), Estanatad Letter,
Photographs before commencement of works, work completion photographs,
vouchers for supplying of materials and work completion certificates were

mandatory.

i Section 232 of Karnataka Gram Swaraj and Panchayath Raj Act 1993,

L

held as under;
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Section 232: Power of inspection and supervision.- (An Olfficer specially
authorised by the Government in this behalf) in case of the Zilla Panchayath,
Chief Executive Officer in case of the Taluk Panchayath and the Executive
Officer in case of the Grama Panchayath May.-

a) inspect the officers or premises works taken up by, any Zilla
Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat or Grama Panchayat and for this purpose
examine or cause to be examined the books of accounts, registers and
other documents concerned and the Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat
or Grama Panchayat concerned shall comply with the instructions
issued after such inspections,

b) call for any return, statement, account or report which we may think fit
to require the Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayath or Grama Panchayat

concerned to furnish.

Section 232-A: Constitution of Commissionerrate of Panchayat Raj.- The
Government may constitute a separate commissionerrate of panchayat raj
services to facilitate smooth functioning of Panchayat Raj Institutions. The
powers, functions and duties and the numer, category of posts, method of

recruitment and minimum qualifications, shall be such as may be prescribed.

Section 232-B: Constitution of Karnataka Panchayat Administrative
Service.- The Government shall constitute a Karnataka panchayat
administrative service consisting of such category of posts from the rural

development and panchayat raj department, the number of posts, scale of
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pay, method of recruitment and minimum qualifications shall be such as may

be prescribed.

6. Section 233 of Karnataka Gram Swaraj and Panchayath Raj Act 1993,

held as under;
Secrion 233: Technical supervision and inspections.-

1) The Heads of Departments concerned and the Officers incharge of the
Departments at the Divisional level (may, with a view to ensure quality
of implementation according to the technical and financial norms
contained in the respective schemes or orders, inspect) works or
development schemes relating 1o that department under the control of
any Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat or Grama Panchayat and also
to inspect relevant documents pertaining to such work or development
scheme in the manner specified by the Government.

2) The scope of such inspections may cover lechnical aspects including
feasibility, economic viability, the technical quality of the work, and the
expenditure being incurred.

3) The notes of inspections by such Officers afier such inspections shall be
forwarded to the Chief Executive officer, Lxecutive Officer or the
Secretary, as the case may be for appropriate action.

4) The Zilla Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat or Grama Panchayat concerned
shall take follow-up action on the report of the inspecting officer within

thirty days from the date of receipt of such report and failure to take

R
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such action may be construed as “default in the performance of the

duty” for the purpose of Section 268.

T Section 12(1) of Karnataka Lokayukta Act, casts an obligation on
Lokayukta or Upalokayukta for redressal of grievance of public. Section
2(10), casts an obligation on Lokayukta or Upalokayukta to prevent the

maladministration by the public authorities.

8. The news item published in Sakshath Suddi news paper on 20/06/2023
can be treated as source material to initiate suo-motu proceedings in exercise
of the powers conferred on me under section 7(1)(b) & 9(3)(a) of Karnataka
Lokayukta Act. Accordingly, I hereby exercise my suo-motu power and
initiate suo-motu proceedings. The office is directed to register this as suo-

motu proceedings.

9. For the purpose of the investigation / redressal of the issue raised in
the news item, I am of the view that it would be just and necessary to hear the
officers mentioned herein below and implead them as Respondents to this
proceeding. Accordingly, the office is derected to implead a following

officers as Respondents;

1. Executive Officer, Taluk Panchayath, Kunigal Taluk, Tumkuru
District.

2. Assistant Engineer, PRED Sub Division, Tumkuru.

3. Panchayath Development Officer, Santemavatturu Grama

Panchayath, Kunigal Taluk, Tumkuru District.
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4. Secretary, Santemavatturu Grama Panchayath, Kunigal Taluk,

Tumkuru District.

10. The Respondents 1 to 4 are directed to submit the Status Report with
regard to the news item published in Sakshath Suddi news paper and to
submit their comments with regard to the news item published him Sakshath
Suddi news paper to me (Hon’ble Upalokayukta-1) within 4 weeks from
today on the issues referred to in the news item extracted above and various

issues referred to above in my order.

11, The Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayath, Tumkuru District is
directed to submit the report within 4 weeks from today on the issues referred
to in the news item extracted above and various issues referred to above in

my order.

12. The Chief Engineer, TAC, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru has
been directed to visit the site of the works and inspect the work sites and

submit a report.

13. Communicate the copy of this Order to the Hon’ble Minister for
Rural Development and Panchayath Raj Department, Government of

Karnataka for his information.

List this matter on_ <) b)ﬂ j}}

T ob)e)»
.N.Phaneendra)
Upalokayukta-1,
State of Karnataka.
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