Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE
NUMBER COMPT/UPLOK/BD/4701/2022

District :  Chikkaballapur

BY :
1. Suo Moto

As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta, Dated:
17/11/2022

COMPLAINANT/S

AGAINST :

1. Executive Engineer

Karnataka Rural Industrial Infrastructure Development
Limited, Chikkaballapura.

2. Assistant Executive Engineer

Karnataka Rural Industrial Infrastructure Development
Limited, Chikkaballapura.
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

No: Date: 17/11/2022

Preamble: Inaction, maladministration and dereliction of
duty noticed during surprise inspection by Hon’ble Shri.
Justice K.N.Phaneendra, Hon'ble Upalokayukta, State of
Karnataka during visit to Chikkaballapura District in order
to hear public grievances and to enquire into pending
complaints on 05%, 6t and 7t of November, 2022,

ORDER

During my visit to Chikkaballapura District between
05t November, 2022 to 07® November, 2022, a batch of girl
students claiming to be from Government Municipal
Women's First Grade College, Chikkaballapura came to the
conference halllon 5th November, 2022 at about 1.00 P.M. to
appraise me that the newly sanctioned college building
under construction by the side of national highway is
inundated due to heavy rains and water logging affecting

foundation of the building and few class rooms that are
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already constructed but, not put to use and also affecting

the other adjacent block which is still under construction.

2, I am also told that, the building construction activity

has come to a standstill due to timely and non-release of

funds.

3.  Itis also represented to me that, a sum of Rs.2.6 crores
was released for the construction of proposed women's
college building and the remaining 2.8 crores is yet to be
released. As a resulf, construction activity has come to a
standstill. It is also learnt that the district administration
was overseeing the construction activity was banking upon
CSR funds that were assured by Canara Bank. It is learnt
that, the CSR funds were not released for the reasons best
known to bank authorities. As a result, there is financial

crunch to continue the building construction.

4. It is also brought to my notice that, the

Commissionerate of Collegiate Education has accorded
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sanction to construct women’s college at Chikkaballapura at
an estimated cost of Rs.4.8 crores, but failed to complete the

building construction by releasing required funds.

5. In order to ascertain the existing condition of the
buildi-ng I have personally visited the ;aid incomplete
college building on 6% November, 2022 at aboﬁt 11.30 a.m.
along with the Deputy Commissioner, Sri N.M.Nagaraj,
Chief Executive Officer of Zilla Panchayath  Sri
P.Shivashankar and the Assistant Executive Ehgineer
attached to KRIDL who is entrusted with the work of
constructing the college building. Member Secretary of
District Legal Services Authority who accompanied me in

Chikkabaﬂapuré was also with me during said inspection.

6. I could witness that, there was no approach road to
the said building. We had to walk on the rubble spread
infront of the building. The culvert is to be built to provide
access to the students to reach the college building. There
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was water logging inside and outside the college building
and there was dampness all over the place including the
completed class rooms and it was virtually a mosquito

breeding center.

7. It was brought to my notice that, the said site was
identified few years ago when nearby tank was dry.
However, due to incessant rains in the district for the past 2
years Gopalakrishna Amanikere is full to its brim. As such,
the college building is completely surrounded by water and
it is likely to bécome an island in the near future. The
amount spent towards construction of this building has
virtually gone waste and the constructed class rooms are

not put to use for the purpose for which they were built.

8. Under the circumstances, engineers attached to
KRIDL should immediately make drains in and around the
college building' to drain out water to down gradient areas

and the said building requires immediate gravel filling so as
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to raise the level inside the college premises and also
around the college building so that, there is no seepage of

water from the adjoining lake.

9.  This is an urgent need for release of required funds
from the Commissionerate of College Education so that,
above project will not go waste and the public nﬁoney so far
utilised will enure to the benefit of girl students who are left
in Iurch on account of delayed construction of the college

building.

10. Under the circumstances, I propose to act u/s 7,
9(3)(a) of Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984 to initiate a suo
motu case as against the persons responsible for the state of

affairs that was noticed by me during my surprise visit.

11. T direct the registry to register a case as against the
responsible engineers who have failed to adhere to time
schedule prescribed to complete the building. In view of the

maladministration and dereliction of duty on the part of the
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engineers attached to KRIDL in not completing the work
within the time frame and in accordance with estimate

prepared at the time of obtaining administrative approval.

12. 1 direct that the Executive Engineer and Assistant
Executive Engineer attached to KRIDL, Chikkaballapura
District and be made as respondents and call for their

comments within 3 weeks from today.

13. I also direct the District Administration to make
necessary correspondence with the Commissioner of
Collegiate Education to release required funds within 6
weeks from today fgiling which, the Commissioner of
Collegiate Education be impleaded as an additional
respondent in this case for non-compliance of orders in the

present case.

14. Commissioner of Collegiate Education along with
Deputy Commissioner of Chikkaballapura District and

other concerned officers shall immediately inspect the spot

L.
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and shall take necessary steps to release required funds and
shall submit a detailed report to this éuthority on or before
next date of hearing failing which, he will also be made as

party in this proceedings.

List this matter on : /P
L

_—Justice .N.Phaneendra),
- Upalokayukta-2,
Karnataka State.
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