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Karnataka Lokayukta

(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE

COMPT/UPLOK

NUMBER : /BD/84/2023

District :

BY :
1. Suo Moto

Kolar

As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta, Dated:

04/01/2023.

AGAINST :
1. S. Prasad

COMPLAINANT/S

The the Commissioner, City Municipal Council,

Kolar,
2. Srikanth

The then Commissioner, City Municipal Council,

Kolar.
3. Srinivas D.

Executive Engineer, District Urban Development

Cell, Kolar.
4. Ramamurthy

The then Assistant Executive Engineer, City
Municipal Council, Kolar.

5. Padmanabhareddy A.R.
Assistant Engineer, City Municipal Council,

Kolar.
6. Poornima

The then Junior Engineer, City Municipal Council,

Kolar.

Allegation/Grievance

Brief :
Received From :
Received On :

Complaint stands
allotted to :

of 1

RESPONDENT/S
Dereliction of duty.
Suo Moto aq’fb
05-01-2023 _Aet!
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA

No: Date: 04-01-2023

ORDER

In “Prajavani Daily” dated 17/12/2022 a news item with the
heading “Recens wome: wwes Qg @dacs” has been published.

Instead of repeating the news item, it is useful to extract the

relevant portion which reads as hereunder:
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2. The news article extracted above pertains to the bandh called
by few organizations demanding the repair of .roads and other
infrastructure. The organizers of the bandh have specifically
highlighted the issue of the pothole ridden roads. The
organizers have further alleged that due to the potholes, the life

of the people is at stake due to the increasing number of
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accidents due to poor condition of the roads. The aforesaid
news article also stresses on the responsibility of Government
officials of ensuring pProper maintenance of road by properly

asphalting the roads in the Kolar town.

- The Commissioner, City Municipal Council, Kolar is entrusted
with the responsibility of ensuring pothole free roads and is
also responsible for ensuring quality of road works. The
Commissioner, CMC, Kolar is also responsible to ensure proper
maintainance of roads at Kolar town. There has been prima
facie negligence on part of aforesaid officers entrusted with

responsibility.

. The roads in Kolar and road infrastructure in Kolar are not
properly maintained leading to number of accidents. The
Commissioner, CMC, Kolar is responsible for collection of huge
amount of taxes from the public. The CMC not only has the
duty to collect the taxes but it also has the duty to maintain the
roads properly. Non-maintenance of roads has led to many
accidents leading to pain and injuries. Non-maintenance of
roads has led to huge inconvenience of public, trade and
commerce. From the article, it is clear that the business people
have equally suffered from the poor condition of the roads. The
poor condition of the roads has given rise to a situation where
in the traders are not able to trade and the general public is
also not able to commute. This situation needs VEery serious

consideration.



5. The object of Karnataka Lokayukta, 1984 is to ensure good
governance in the state administration and it is also to prevent
maladministration. The purpose of setting up of institution of
Lokayukta as per statement of object and reasons is for the
purpose of improving the standards of public administration, by
looking into complaints against administrative actions,
including cases of corruption, favoritism and official indiscipline
in administration machinery. The negligence on part of the
concerned authorities who are entrusted with the responsibility
of ensuring the maintenance of roads at Kolar in my considered
view falls within the meaning of maladministration u /s 2(10) of

Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984.

6. Therefore, 1 am of the view that it is desirable to consider the
news articles published in Praja vani as the source material to
exercise the power conferred on me u/s 7(2) and section 9(3)(a)
of Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984, Accordingly, I exercise my
Suo-moto power and the office is directed to register the

proceedings as Suo-moto proceedings.

7. With a view to examine the issues raised in the news articles
referred above, [ am of the view that it is necessary to implead
the officers mentioned herein below as parties/respondents to
this proceedings who were working in City Municipal Council,
Kolar for a substantial long period, who are responsible for the
bad state of affairs existing in Kolar town and issue notice to

them and call for their comments.



1 Sri S. Prasad,

The then Commissioner,
City Municipal Council,
Kolar.

2. Sri Srikanth,

The then Commissioner,
City Municipal Council,
Kolar.

< Sri Srinivas.D,

Executive Engineer,

District Urban Development Cell,
Kolar.

4, Sri Ramamurthy,

The then Assistant Executive Engineer,
City Municipal Council,

Kolar.

B, Sri Padmanabhareddy A.R,
Assistant Engineer,

City Municipal Council,
Kolar.

6. Smt. Poornima,

The then Junior Engineer,
City Municipal Council,
Kolar.

8. The officer referred to above shall be given two weeks time to

submit his/her report/comments i.e, on or before 20-01-2023.

9. Communicate copy of this order to the respondents referred to
above along with copy of news item published in ‘Praja Vani

newspaper’ and also to Commissioner, City Municipal Council,
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Kolar to hold an enquiry into the issues published in the news
article and submit a detailed report to this authority, more
particularly, in relation to the poor maintenance of roads,
drainages and civic amenities resulting in mal-administration

as observed above.

10. It is also felt a copy of this Suo-moto complaint for information
and appropriate action shall be sent to the concerned Hon’ble
Minister, Urban Development Department, and also to Principal
Secretary of the said department for taking appropriate steps in
this regard.

List this matter on 20.01.2023 at 3:30 P.M.

C@a

Cermplioe/ ferrer |0 Atice K.N.Phaneendra),

/@ Upalokayukta-2
ﬁ% Karnataka State.
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