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Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK
NUMBER : /BGM/3377/2023

District:  Vijayapura

BY:
1. Suo Moto
As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta, Dated:
06/7:06/2023.
COMPLAINANTY/S
AGAINST :

1. Deputy Director of Public Instruction
Vijayapura.

2. Chief Officer

Town Municipal Authority, Vijayapura.

3. Police Inspector

Town Police Station, Vijayapura.

4. Gopalaiah
Principal, Government Pre-University College,
Vijayapura.
RESPONDENT/S
Allegation/Grievance
Brief : Dereliction of duty.
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Karnataka Lokayukta, Bengaluru

No: Dated 06/06/2023
ORDER

In ‘Hosa Digantha’ daily newspaper dated 04/06/2023 a a

news item with the Heading ‘ sodex @300 3831 2.390D has been

published. Instead of repeating the news item, it is useful extract

the same, which reads as hereunder;
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2. The News Item extracted above indicates that due to lack of
maintenance proper environment which is essential for the
education of the students has not been provided in Government
Pre-University College of Vijayapura Town. The news item further
indicates that mischief-makers causing damage to CC TV cameras
and the Toilet units of the College are still not taken to a Task. The
News item also indicates that one of the students suffered snake
bite as the College Premises is totally covered with Parthenium
plants and bushes. As per the iReport, this incident creates fear in
the mind of the Parents of the Students and their complaints to the

Town Municipal Authority yields no fruit.

3. It is relevant to point out that it is an obligation, duty and
Reasonability of the authorities who are entrusted with the
responsibilities of providing good as well as safe environment to the

students of Government School/ Colleges.

4. In the case of Ashok Kumar Takur (2008) 6 SCC 1, the Hon’ble
Supreme Court has observed that the State cannot avoid its
Constitutional obligation on the ground of financial inabilities.
Further observed that nothing is more important for the Union of
India than to implement Article 21-A a critical Article relating to free
and compulsory education as fundamental right. Therefore
Education provided by the Government Institutions cannot be of
inferior quality either in the matter of Academic curriculum or in

the matter of providing necessary infrastructure.
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5 It is well known that only the children of poorer and weaker
section of the Society are going to the Government Institutions. The
Government though able to construct huge School/College
buildings, but due to lack of maintenance the buildings becomes
unfit for occupation. Therefore, the concerned authorities are
required to provide adequate infrastructure to the Government
School and Colleges and discharge their Constitutional obligation.
In this context, it is also useful to refer to the observations made by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, in the case of Avinash
Mehotara Vs Union of India and others reported in (2009) 6 SCC
398 which reads as under;
It is the fundamental right of each and every child to
receive education free from fear of security and safety. The

Children cannot be compelled to receive education from an
unsound and unsafe building.

In view of what happened in Lord Krishna Middle
School in District Kumbakonam where 93 children were
burnt alive and several similar incidents have happened in
the past, therefore, it has become imperative to direct that
safety measures as prescribed by the National Building
Code of India, 2005 be implemented by all Government and
Private Schools functioning in our Country.

6. Based on the News item published in Hosa Digantha Kannada
Daily Newspaper, I am convinced that the students who are
studying in the Government Pre-University College, Vijayapura are
facing injustice and undue hardship on account of the failure of the
concerned authorities in providing good and safe environment to
the College. Thereby, there is violation of fundamental right to

education guaranteed under Article 21-A of the Constitution of
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India and also seriously affects the right to life and liberty
guaranteed to the students under Article 21 of Constitution of
India. Therefore, the authorities who are entrusted with the
responsibility of providing basic infrastructure and good
environment to the Government College are required to take
immediate steps for redressing the grievances of the students of the

said College.

7. It is needless to point out that the object of the Karnataka
Lokayukta Act, 1984 (hereinafter referred to as ‘K.L. Act) is to
redress the grievance of the Public as a consequence of mal-
administration in the State administration. The negligence on the
part of the concerned authorities who are entrusted with the
responsibilities of providing good environment to the College, in my
considered view falls within the meaning of ‘Mal-administration’

under Section 2(10) of the K.L.Act.

8. Therefore, I am of the view that it is desirable to consider the
news item published in ‘Hosa Digantha’ as source material to
exercise the power conferred on me under Section 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of
the K.L. Act. Accordingly, I exercise my suo-moto power and the
office is directed to register this proceeding as suo-motu

proceedings.

9. With a view to examine the issues raised in the News item
referred to above, I am of the view, that it is necessary to implead

the officers mentioned herein below as parties, respondents to this
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proceeding and issue notice to them and call for Comments/Report
from them,;
1. DDPI, Vijayapura.
2. Chief Officer, Town Municipal Authority,
Vijayapura.
3. Police Inspector, Town Police station, Vijayapura.

4. Sri. Gopalaiah, Principle, Government Pre-

University College, Vijayapura.

10. The Respondent No.1 & 4 are directed to submit their Report
and other Respondents to submit their Comments to me
(Upa-Lokayukta-2) within 4 weeks from today on the issues referred
to in the news item extracted above and various issues referred to

above in my order.

11. Communicate the copy of this order along with the copy of the
paper publication to the Respondents to enable them to submit

their Comments/Report.

12. Communicate the copy of this Order to the Hon’ble Higher

Education Minister, Government of Karnataka for his information.

List this matter on — A8 - 7 495

ti
Upalokayukta-2,
State of Karnataka.
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