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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

No: COMPT/UPLOK/ ‘ Date: 12/01/2023

ORDER

In Vijaya Karnataka daily’ dated 11/01/2023, a news

item with the heading “a@® =3¢ w9 TIS AF &,0%” has

been published. Instead of repeating the news item, it is

useful to extract the same, which reads as hereunder;
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The news item extracted above indicates that on
Tuesday 2 boys have fell into the septic tank which was
constructed beside Valmiki Bhavan at Gurla Hosur of
Savadathi Taluk. That the deceased boys are Shukla
Shambhulinga Gudi and Chidananda Prakash Salunke
and they are 4 years. That the house of these boys are
situatéd near Valmiki Bhavan and this mishap occurred
when the boys were playing. Further the news extract
indicates that the mother of the boy Shukla
Shambhulinga Gudi had expired 3 years back and his
father has expired 8 months back. Since, he had no
parents, his paternal aunty Devika who is working as
Nurse in the Government Hospital was taking care of
the boy. That this mishap had occurred after she had
left to duty asking the boy to go to anganawadi as
usual. The localites have expressed their anger stating
that the delay in the construction of Valmiki Bhavan is
the cause of this mishap. The localites have accused
that the septic tank was constructed with an intention
to construct toilets near the Bhavana and the tank was
not covered and construction was not completed and it
was left open, as a result dirty water was stored in the

tank and about 2 years back buffalo calves had fallen
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inside the tank twice and in spite of bringing this to the

notice of the concerned authority they were negligent.

It is relevant to point out that, it is an obligation,
duty and responsibility of the authorities who are
entrusted with responsibility of construction of Valmiki
Bhavan to provide safety measures at the place of
construction. They have to close the tank which was
under construction or take safety measures by not
allowing the public access in the said area by putting
fence or barricades. By not taking the above basic
required safety measures the authorities who are
entrusted with responsibility of construction of Valmiki
Bhavan have acted negligently resulting in mishap

claiming lives of 2 innocent children.

The object of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act 1984 _
(hereinafter referred to as ‘K.L.Act’) is to redress the
grievance of the public as a consequence of mal-
administration and also to prevent mal-administration
in the State Administration. The misappropriation done
by the Government servants in doing the public works
falls within the meaning of ‘mal-administration’ under

Sec.2(10) of the K.L.Act.

Therefore, I am of the view that it is desirable to
consider the news item published in Vijaya Karnataka’
as source material to exercise the power conferred on
me under Sec. 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of the K.L. Act.
Accordingly, I exercise my suo-motu power and the

office is directed to register this proceedings as suo-

motu proceeding. l
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With a view to examine the issues raised in the news
item referred to above, I am of the view, that it is
necessary to implead the officer mentioned herein below
as party/respondent to this proceeding and issue notice

to him and call for the comments from him.

Assistant Executive Engineer, KRIDL,
Savadathi, Belagavi District.

The officer/official referred to above is directed to

examine the issues raised in the news item extracted
above and take immediate steps to close the septic tank.
He is given two weeks time from the date of receipt of

this order to submit his report/comments.

Communicate copy of this order to the respondent
referred to above along with the copy of news 1tem‘
published in ‘Vijaya Karnataka’ and also to Execunve
Engineer, KRIDL, Belagavi District to hold an enquiry
into the issues published in the news item and submit a
report to this authority, within two weeks from the date

of receipt of this order.

Call on 06/02/2023.

K.N.Phaneendra)
Upalokayukta
Karnataka State.

ARLO- (Complaint section);
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