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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

No: Compt,/Uplok/GLB /2022 . Date: 18-06-2022
ORDER |

In ‘Prajavani daily’ dated 17.6.2022, a news item with the

heading “waos*Sy 20 IgroY Bewsb” has been ppblished.

Instead of repeating the news item, it is useful to extract the

same, which reads as hereunder:
“R078Y 20 IRend EpvD”

Do0DBAT: PBOINT Ve FonbIed SNCHPWOT DNFART  LToTRE
EROFIY IV DoAY, VWY, 20 BIReTIvon FERevicde AQY)

‘WS Begieom B 20 IRFRVOT fat%eé. BTY, RO ?gzsw:éa FOODE
SBOT, D wHehe JeedY. SN SNCHPLTD P, SREe> wolwS.
SrdHe Jeod AwomHe BeRNowd BE JOI TF meaﬁ;g@ed’ ROTP
BODTIRACE (@' R0, 4) Do YEOHWTRO ‘Wesoesoed” S@AT.

‘Dongm, S0 Jech ﬁoﬁcﬁﬁ BE  TooEhT Q3T PRIDY  BOF
TTFNPOW RORBmNG, 4 wAINYE, BV, g 0P HRBOONT. TR
soneAnwd) ROFUR Pud et Sowmendend. 20 JRFNYOR wTIY fevwd
Ron@mrbeny, ot Jed ReUYBedRren. weod e Bt wweizes atle
FT” Q0K DIANEL Behzs, '

BEoD PBE JIBY S, 53 e HPDQ BeR Dty FoRDm T
dRWFeTA et JIFATeECH NS G IF, wRn BBEOTOY. Sk
HPSTB INTRPAD ST PRTT BB B0oweN.

HE® TR B33 B0, 1%,

To030R T 5&»&1@" ae::b BB oY zﬁe&o&)od SohEF wow'E Noaﬁ 140
Qoo BeweRT Beno (48) e 30T0m m0IN e:s,qre’oja@ ab:ém&z:’%. uqumd
SRZOHTH VTR, WBPWRATYT.  BEOOT me’oﬁ ~093 78, £03CIPNT.
odm@de TOTARY aﬂd@oﬂaa‘b woy wdeer, B3 %eei’)?uzﬁ e.ae:)ﬁ Oa@dé
3 gindoerdaymy’ @ocdo aﬂﬁd?&aj ai‘i’oaodwg rhdons I mms@’ﬁ
SPATIN.
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2) The news item extracted above indicates that over head
tank constructed by the City Municipal Council, Raichur in
Ward No. 4, Indiranagara is filled with dirt and the same has
not been cleaned for the last 20 years, due to which the

residents are suffering from serious health hazards.

3) It is settled position of Law thaf Right to access to
drinking water is a fundamental right to life guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitution of India. In this context, reference
may be had to the Judgment of Hon’ble Supreme Court in the
case of A.P. Pollution Control Board -II Vs Prof. M.V, Naidu.
(retd.) and ors (2001 (2) SCC 62) where the Hon’blé Supreme

Court has held as follows;

3. Drinking water is of primary importance in any
country. In fact, India is a party to the resolution of the
UNO passed during the United Nations Water
Conference in 1977 as under:

“All people, whatever their stage of development and
their social and economic cond:tzons, have the right to
have access to drinking water in quantum and of a
quality equal to their basic needs.”

Thus, the right te access to drinking water is
Jundamental to life and there is a duty on the
State under Article 21 to provide clean drinking
water to its citizens.
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4. Adverting to the above right declared in the
aforesaid Resolution, in Narmada Bachao
Andolan v. Union of India [(2000) 10 SCC 664 : (2000}
7 Scale 34] (Scale at p. 124 : SCC p. 767, para 248),
Kirpal, J. observed: :

“248. Water is the basic need for the survival .of
human beings and is part of the right to life and
human rights as enshrined in Article 21 of the
Constitution of India....”

4) It is relevant to point out that, over head tanks have been
constructed with an object of providing water to the residents
for the purpose of drinking and other domestic purposes. If the
over head tank is not cleaned periodically, the dirt which
accumulates in the water causes serious health hazards to the.
residents.  As could be seen from the above news item, since
20 years, the comcerned authorities have failed to clean and
maintain. the over head tank constructed in Ward No.4,
Indiranagara, Raichur. It is needless to mention that it is the
duty and obligation of the CMC, Raichur in monitoring and
maintaining the over head tank. Failure on the part of
concerned authorities in not majntaining the Over I-I_ead Tank,

not only amounts to violation of fundamental right guaranteed

under Article 21 of the Constitution of India, but also "arnlounts
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to mal-administration within the meaning of Sec.2(10) of the

Karnataka Lokayukta Aét, 1984,

5} The object of the Karnataka Lokayﬁkta Act 1984
(hereinafter referred to as ‘K.L. Act)) is to redress the grievance
of the public as a consequence of mal-administration and also
to prevent mal-administration in the State Administration. The
negligence on the part of the concerned authorities who are
entrusted w1th the responsibility of maintaining the over head
tanks, in my considered view falls within the meaning of ‘mal-

administration’ under Sec. 2(10) of the K.L. Act.

6) Therefore, I am of the view that it is desirable to -Considér
the news item published in ‘Prajavani Daily’ as source material
to exercise the power conferred on me under Sec. 7(2) and
9(3)(a) of the K.L. Act. Accordingly, I exercise my suo-motu
power and the office is directed to register this proceedings as

suo-motu proceeding.

7)  With a view to examine the issues raised in the news item

referred to above, I am of the view that it is necessary to
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implead the following officers to this proceeding and issue
notices calling upon them to submit comments:-
1) Assistant Executive Engineer, City Muniéipal Council,

Raichur,

2) Junior Engineer, City Municipal Council, Raichur.

8) The Commissioner, City Municipal Councii,‘ ‘Raichur
shall examine the issues raised in the. news item extracted
above and take such other steps to carry-out the cleaning and .
maintenance of the Over Head Tank and provide pure and safe

drmkmg water to the residents of Raichur forthmth The
Comm:ssioner, City Munlclpal Council, Raichur shall also.

submit a report on or before 06-07-2022 on the following:-

1) The details of over head tanks constructed in Raichur

City Municipal area;

2) Details of the amount spent towards cleaning and
maintaining of overhead tanks constructed within the
limits of City Municipal area, Raichur for the last two

)

years;




3) The details of the officers who are entrusted with the
responsibility of cleaning and maintaining the over

head tanks.

9) Communicate copy of this order to the respondents and
Commissioner, City Municipal Council, Raichur, along with the

copy of news item published in ‘Prajavani Daily’

10) The respondents are directed to appear before this

authority on 06-07-2022 at 3:30 P.M. for hearing.

Ry

List this matter on 06-07-2022 at 3:30 P.M.
e

J{J{' T lgfb)n_—»
_|Justice K.N.“Phaneendra),

Upalokayukta-2,

Karnataka State.

11) ARLO-4 (Complaint Section)}
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