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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

No: Date: 06-09-2022

ORDER

In Vijaya Karnataka daily’ dated 03.09.2022,
a news item with the heading “olemOi0ch abd‘aﬁd
FORST TogRRoR UYodle TRoINZ SCeels ToeF;
Wregiaiorn®to Pwowd wed” has been published,

Instead of repeating the news item, it is useful to

extract the same, which reads as hereunder:
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2.
Postmortem of dead bodies is being conducted on

road side, as there is no Mortuary in the Primary
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The news item extracted above indicates that
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Health Centre of Keﬁbhavi, Surapura Taluk.
Further, the news item indicates that despite
repeated requests made to the higher authorities,--
no steps are being taken to make a provision for
Mortuary in the Primary Health Centre of
Keﬁlbhavi for the 'purpose of conducting
Postmortem of dead bodies. The staff of the said
Primai‘y Health Centre are facing inconvenience as
they have to carry the surgical items for about 2

K.M. away from the Hospital.

3. It is needless to mention that makiﬁg a
provision for Mortuary in the Hospital _is | very
essential. However, aé could be seen from the
news item éxtracted above, the concerned
authorities have failed to provide a Mortuary for
conducting Postmortem examination of dead bodies -
and thereby the concerned staff/officials .- ére

compelled to do Postmortem examination by the

road side. D,



4. 1t is well settled principle of law that Right to

Life also includes Right to Privacy, Right of

dignity and fair treatment, Right to Decent Burial

etc., The Hon’ble Supreme Court in the case of
paramananda Katara Vs Union. of India (1988) _4
SCC 286 has highlighted the import_ance' of
conferring dignity to dead persons. In the case of
Ashraya Adhdikar Abhiyan Vs Unijon of India
(2002) 2 SCC 27, the Hon’ble Supreme Court has
reiteratu.d that the dignity of the dead persons must
be maintained and respected. In P. Rathinam Vs
Union of India (1994) 3 SCC 394, the Hon’bie
" Supreme Court has widened the ambit of Article 21
of Constitution of India to include the dignity of a
person. It emphasized that Right to Life means a
meaningful life and not merely animal existence.
Further, this right was also expanded to a dead

person. In the case of Ramji Singh and Mujeeb

Bhai Vs State of UP and others (PIL " No.
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3898/2004), the Hon’ble Allahabad High Court
has held that a person’s Right to Life includes the
Right of the dead to be treated with the samé
respect and dignity that he would have deserved if
he were alive. As such, it is imperative for the
Stéte to treat the cadaver with dignity. Therefore, it
is not permissible for the authorities to conduct the
Postmortem’ of the dead bodies by the road side
which is prima-facie violation of Right to Life
_ guaranteﬁed under Article 21 of the Constitution of
Ihdia. Failure on the part of the concern_éd__
‘authorities who are entrusted with responsibility to
make a provision for Mortuary to éonduct
Postmortem examination of dead bodies within the
premises of Priméry Health Centre of Kembhavi
has to be treated as act of mal-administration |

within the meaning of Sec. 2(10) of the Karnataka

Lokayukta Act, 1984. L
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5. Therefore, [ am of the view that it is desirable
to consider the news item published in Vijaya
Karnataka' as source material to exercise the power -
conferred on me under S€c. 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of the
K.L. Act. Accordingly, I exercise my suo-motu
poﬁer and the office is directed to register this

proceedings as suo-motu proceeding.

6. With a view to examine the issueé raised in
the news item referred to above, I am of the view,
" that it is mnecessary to implead the officers
mentioned herein below as parties /responde.nts_'tq
this proceeding and issue notices to them and c-ali

for cormnments.

’——f’T/_/_’__’_}
'1. [The District Health Officer,
Yadagir District,

Yadagir.

2. |The District Surgebn,
District Hospital,
Yadagir.

3. |The Medical Officer,
Primary Health Centre,
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Kembhavi, Surapura Taluk,
Yadagir District.
i

7. The Officers/Officials referred to above are
given. four weeks time to submit their

report/comments i.e., on or before 09.10.2022,

8. Communicate ~copy of this 6rder to the
respondents no. 1 to 3 along with the copy of news
item published in ‘Vijaya Karnataka Daily’ and aléo
to the Depuity Commissioner, Yadagir to hold an
-enquiry into the issues published in the news item

and submit a report to this authority.

9. Further, communicate copy of this order to
the Commissioner, Health and Family Welfare
Services, Arogya goudha, 5% Floor, Magadi Road,
Bengaluru to make an alternate arrangement for
.Mortuary in Primary Health Centre, Kembhavi,

Surapura Taluk, Yadagir District for perfor'mixlg' A
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Postmortemn of dead bodies and submit report to

this authority by the next date of hearing.

Call on 10.10.2022. -
: [ ﬁW

LY
S .

-

/%Jmaﬁfe/l{.ﬂ. haneendra),
Upalokayukta-2,
Karnataka State.

10. ARLO-4 (Complaints Section)}




: iﬁ“é So0s0e30 06,

.- .—s;,zmm 3 PIEANG N T Seboods
' mn@mmm@mqmmm@a

{ ﬂ%ﬁde@r{é mm@s m’beamdm MpD -amat
o Bomdl T dddemid, U we uo:be.:é' S5e
8 -_maoeﬁmmw R
L B@,@wddwﬁ@gﬁxsﬁdﬁéﬁeﬁd aﬂa@ ﬁmﬂa
.' e ealon W0, ab:«ru'w ammmgﬁ)
8| ape O i, Seond
R eﬂm;{&)nodmnd Benalody .:S:ee;mw ﬁa‘odi'
el Bomch | Bolneknng, 2

Lt #o@amrmﬂd@eﬁq mraeﬁc:%d ;

udrs 2 i aﬂaeu@

_@ﬁmﬂ ﬁg
_'mﬁdé;pia mm@a




