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Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK
NUMBER : /MYS/3234/2023

District:  Kodagu

BY :
1. Suo Moto

As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta-2,
Dated: 29/05/2023.

COMPLAINANT/S

AGAINST :
1. Deputy Director

Department of Tourism, Near Hotel Mayura
Valley View, Madikeri, Kodagu District.

2. Deputy Superintendent of Police

Madikeri Sub-Division, Near FMC College,
Madikeri, Kolar District.

RESPONDENT/S

Allegation/Grievance
Brief :

Received From : Suo Moto : 05
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Dereliction of duty.

Received On : 01-06-2023
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

No: Date: 30.05.2023

ORDER

An article is published in ‘Qd=od smerwd’ (Vijay

Karnataka’) daily newspaper on Wednesday 24t May
2023 in page no.11 with a heading %revoade 9o evgad;

DFPEFnIge Y TR’ “@o&"mga’ ER5M g’mﬁ’,@ﬂgm”

(herein after referred as news item). The news item is

extracted here under: -
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2. The news item extracted above relates to lack of
governance by the tourism department in Kodagu-
Madikeri District. The news item states that there is an
increase in the number of visitors/tourists to Kodagu-
Madikeri District in recent time and in order to make
more profit many illegal activities are taking place. There
are rave parties, assaults which are taking place in
public places on the tourists. Since there is no properﬁ'tr-
authority to question such activities, the middle men step
in and are abusing the tourists financially, verbally as

well as physically.
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3. As the per the above news item, there is not a single

information centre established in the entire Kodagu-
Madikeri district and the tourists are clueless as to whom
they have to approach and they are being extorted by the
brokers and the owners of home/forest stay. It is also

mentioned in above news item that the Tourism
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Department of Kodagu-Madikeri is slumbering and there

is no officer to look after the said department.

4. From the above news item, it can be ascertained
that due to lack of measures taken by the Tourism
Department as well as the police department of Kodagu-
Madikeri much inconvenience is caused to the tourists
visiting the said place. In my considered opinion every
person has right of free movement. A person who visits a
tourist place, visits the same in order to enjoy quality
time with family/ friends and during such time he/she
would want proper facilities from the tourism department
and safety form the police department in order to stay
peacefully. As per Article 21 of Constitution of India,
every person has a right to life and liberty. The right also
means that a right is given to live in peaceful
environment and also lead a quality life with safety and
free movement. It creates an obligation on the State to
maintain the law and order, safety and make sure that

the public are given their rights.

5. Therefore, if, what has appeared in the news item is
true, it indicates the inaction/failure on the part of the
concerned authorities of the state. Therefore, in my view,
the issues raised in news item and the observations
made by me above, requires immediate attention of the
Authorities of the State i.e., Tourism department and

Police Department of Kodagu-Madikeri district. i\l
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6. The Karnataka Lokayukta Act casts an obligation on
the Lokayukta/Upalokayukta under Section 12(1) for
redressal of the grievance of the public and Section 2(10)
casts an obligation on the Lokayukta/ Upalokayukta to -

prevent the maladministration by the public authorities.

7. In the light of what is stated above, [ am of the view
the news item published in ‘Vijay Karnataka’ can be
treated as source material for me to exercise my Suo
Motu power under section 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of the
Karnataka Lokayukta Act-1984. Accordingly, I hereby
exercise my powers and initiate Suo Motu proceedings.
The office is directed to register this proceeding as Suo

Motu proceedings.

8. For the purpose of redressal of the grievance and to
examine as to whether there is any inaction or mal-
administration on the part of the concerned authorities of
the state and for the proper redressal of the grievance in
question; it is just and necessary to implead the officers
mentioned here in below to this proceeding and issue
notice to them. Accordingly, the officers mentioned herein

below are directed to be treated as Respondents.

1. Deputy Director,

Department of Tourism,

Near Hotel Mayura Valley View,
Madikeri-571201.

2. Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Madikeri Sub-division,

Near FMC College,

Madikeri — 571201.




9. The Respondents are directed to submit their
comments/report to me (Upa-Lokayukta-2) within 4 weeks
from today on the issues referred to in the news item
extracted above as well as various issues referred to above

in my order.

10. Communicate the copy of this order to the respondents
referred to above along with copy of the news item published

in ‘Qwod smeredw’ news paper. Also send a copy of this order to

Deputy Commissioner, Kodagu District and Superintendent
of Police, Kodagu Distl:ict for their information and
necessary action and also to report to this Authority, the
steps taken to improve the lack of governance by tourism
department and also to curb the illegal activities taking

place.

List this matter on 01.07.2023.

_/Q(_H" /s 'S
(Justice KWN. Phaneendra)

/ Upalokayukta-2,
- Karnataka State.
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