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Karnataka Lokayukta
(Under Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984)

CASE COMPT/UPLOK
NUMBER : /MYS/5596/2022

District : Mysore

BY:
1. Suo Moto
As per the Order of Honble Upalokayukta, Date:
23/12/2022.
COMPLAINANT/S
AGAINST :
1. Divisional Controller
KSRTC, Mysore District, Mysore.
2. Regional Transport Officer
Mysore District.
3. Depot Manager
KSRTC, Bogadhi, Mysore District.
RESPONDENT/S
All.egatlonfGnevance Dereliction of duty.
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KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA

No: Date:22-12-2022

ORDER

In “Vijayakarnataka” newspaper dated
19/12/2022 a news article with the heading “700

@mﬁm@ﬁ @wede w=1” has been published. Instead of

repeating the news item, it is useful to extract the

relevant portion which reads as hereunder:
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2. The news article extracted above indicates that

about 700 students travelling from 5 different
hostels belonging to backward and SCST classes
from Maharani Arts, Commerce and Science College
have to travel in 3 buses. The said article further
reads that the said 3 buses.left at 8 to 9 in the
morning. The article further reads that even if one
bus is filled with 100 students then only 300
students can be transported through 3 buses. That
leaves behind 50% of poor students not getting the
benefit of travelling by bus.

. The right to life is enshrined under article 21 of

Indian  Constitution. Article 21A of Indian
Constitution provides for right of children to free
and compulsory education. The right of children to
free of free and compulsory Education Act, 2009 u/s

3 provides for right to free and compulsory
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education of the children till the completion of
elementary education. The state has the duty to
provide for free education infrastructure including
transport facility to every child for the development
of healthy society.

. The present children are the future citizens of India.
There educational and intellectual growth would
change the course of countries future. The transport
of children from hostels to the schools or colleges is
the paramount duty of the state and it is also the

right of the children provided under article 21 and
article 21A of Indian Constitution. The rights
provided under article 21 and article 21A of Indian
constitution are absolute rights and they should be
enforced by the state at any cost. The public
transport would spell the culture of the area. There
is a need to strengthen the public transport. The
strengthening of the public transport in this case
would help about 700 children going to schools and
colleges on regular basis. Providing public transport
for these children is the duty of the state as provided

under Indian Constitution.

. Based on the news item published in Vijaya
Karnataka’ Kannada daily newspaper, I am satisfied

that the children of Mysore Bogadhi are facing
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injustice and undue hardship on account of failure
on part of the concerned authorities in providing
public transport facility. Not providing proper public
transport facility has seriously affected not only the
educational prospects of the students but it also
affected their living condition as the said news
article also reports about the wounds and injuries
that are inflicted on the students due to travelling in

overcrowded buses on regular basis.

. The object of Karnataka Lokayukta, 1984 is to

ensure good governance in the state administration
and it is also to prevent maladministration. The
purpose of setting up of institution of Lokayukta as
per statement of object and reasons is for the
purpose of improving the standards of public
administration, by looking into complaints against
administrative  actions, including cases of
corruption, favoritism and official indiscipline in
administration machinery. The negligence on part of
the concerned authorities who are entrusted with
the responsibility of  ensuring providing
transportation to the students needs to be
deprecated, in my considered view the situations
highlighted by the students falls within the meaning
of maladministration u/s 2(10) of Karnataka

Lokayukta Act, 1984.



7. Therefore, I am of the view that it is desirable to
consider the news articles published in Vijaya
Karnataka as the source material to exercise the
power conferred on me u/s 7(2) and section 9(3)(a)
of Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984. Accordingly, I
exercise my Suo-moto power and the office is
directed to register the proceedings as Suo-moto
proceedings and notice to them and call for

comments from them.

L. The Divisional Controller,
KSRTC,

Mysore District,

Mysore.

2. The Regional Transport Officer,
Mysore District,
Mysore.

3. The Depot Manager,
KSRTC,

Bogadhi,

Mysore district

8. The officers referred to above are directed to examine
the issues raised in the news item extracted above
and take steps to get transport facility provided to
Bogadhi, Judicial Layout. They are given four weeks
time to submit their report/comments to the issue

L.

in question.
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9. The Deputy Commissioner being the Chairman of
road transport authority, Mysore district shall
examine the feasibility of extending bus route
facilities to the aforesaid bus routes. The Chief
Executive officer, Zilla Panchayat, Mysore district is

directed to examine 16/01/2023.

10. Communicate copy of this order to the
respondents referred to above along with copy of
news item published in “Vijaya Karnataka’

newspaper.

List this matter on 16.01.2023
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