KARNATAKA LOKAYUKTA, BENGALURU

No: compd-| teploie] By -0 93 oo/ s & 04-06-2022
ORDER

During my visit (on 23.05.2022) to the
Government General Hospital, Ilakal, Bagalkote
District, the general public have made grievance
about the Air Pollution being caused on account of
the dust and smoke emanating from the brick
factories which are located near Government
Primary  School, Gowleraguwi  Oni, Nakal,
Bagalkote District. Therefore, 1 had directed the
Superintendent of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta,
Vijayapura/Bagalkote to inspect the said School
and submit a report. Accordingly, Superintendent
of Police, Karnataka Lokayukta,
Vijayapura/Bagalkote visited the said School and
has submitted a report dated 25.05.2022 which

reads as under:-
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2. The report extracted above indicates that four
Brick factories are being run unauthorisedly near
Government School and Urdu School; the said
factories‘are cmanating dust and smoke which is
causing Air pollution due to which the students
are facing Inconvenience for studying in the said
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school; the Commissioner, City Municipal Council
is stated to have issued notice to the OWNEIS of
Brick factories to stop the activities; however they
have not yet stopped. On account of carbon
dioxide emanating from the Brick factories, the
students who arc studying in the Government
Primary School and Urdu School situated at
Gowleraguwi Oni, Nakal, i?:agalkote District are
likely to suffer serious health hazards. However,
according to the report, the Commissioner, CMC,
Hakal, Environmental Officer, Bagalkote and Taluk
Executive Magistrate have failed to take action

against the owners of Brick factories.

3. It is relevant to point out that the owners of
Brick factories arc required to take necessary
permission from the Pollution Control Board under
the provisions of the Air Act (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. However, in the
case on hand, as could be seen from the report
extracted above, the owners of the Brick fac_tories

-
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have not taken any permission and they are
running the same unauthorisedly and that too in
agricultural lands. Therefore, it jg the duty and
responsibility of the Pollution Contro] Board as
well as the Tahasildar to take steps against the
owners of Brick factories, who are running the
same unauthorisedly with g view to prevent the Air
pollution being caused to  the students of
Government School  and make the School

atmosphere conducive for thejr studies.

4, Further, the Pollution Control Board i1s also

(Protection) Act, 1986 to give directions in Writing
to any person for closure, prohibition or regulation

of any industria] operation or process and also for

cmpowered to geize any  equipment, industrial

plant etc., tq Prevent or mitigate environmental
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poltution. It is also relevant to point out that
whoever fails to comply with or contravenes any of
the provisions under the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 is liable for punishment under Sec. 15 of
the said Act. Therefore, the concerned authority
are required to take immediate steps under the
provisions referred to above to prevent the
environmental pollution. ‘As observed earlier,
prima-facie there is dereliction of duties of the
concerned officers who are entrusted with the
responsibility of preventing the air pollution and
also establishing unauthorized brick factory in the

agricultural lands.

5. In the light of what is stated above, the
various issues referred to in the report extracted
above are prima-facie sufficient to exercise my
suo-motu power under Sec. 7(2) and 9(3)(a) of the
Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984. Accordingly, 1
hereby exercise my suo-motu powers and initiate a

suo-motu proceeding. The office is directed to

register this proceeding as suo-motu proceeding.
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6. In this connection, it jg desirable to
implead the following officers/officials as
réspondents for the purpose of investigation
and seek their comments/reply,

(1)Sri. Ramakrishnga Siddannakolla,
Municipal Commissioner, City
Municipal Council, Ilakal, Bagalkote

District.

(2)8Sri. Rajas,hekhar Puranik,
Environmenta] Officer, KSPCB,
Bagalkote.

(3)Sri. Basavaraj Melavanki,
Tahasﬂdar, Ilaka], Bagalkote
District,

7. The officers referred to above are directed to
submit theijr comments within four weeks from the
date of receipt of this order with regard. to fhe
steps taken by them to prevent air pollution and
against establiéhment of unauthorized brick

factories in the agricultural lands,

8. The Deputy Commissioner, Bagalkot District
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to prevent the air pollution being caused on
account of the establishment of unauthorized
brick factories at flakal and submit a report to this

authority.

9, Communicate a copy of this order along with
copy of the report of the §.P., Karnataka
Lokayukta, Vijayapura/ Bagalkote to the
respondents 10 enable them to submit their
comments and also communicate copy of this
order to the Deputy Commissioner, Bagalkote
District for his information and taking remedial

measures and to submit a report to this authority.

List this matter on 05.07.2022 at 3.30
p.m. The respondents are directed to appear for

hearing on the said date.

@g%ﬂ)@ L/J/%)/
(Justice B.S. PATIL),

Upalokayukta-1,
Karnataka State.

10. ARLO-4 (Complaints Section)
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